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Israeli blitz in Lebanon 
overshadows 
Christopher's visit 


'By Ahmad Shaker 

Special to The Star 

AS ISR AELI warplanes contin¬ 
ued to pound Lebanese towns 
and villages in the south for die 
third day running, prospects for 
the US-sponsored Middle East 
peace process appeared grim. 
US Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, due in the region on 
Sunday to give the stalemated 
negotiations a much-needed 
push, cut short his South Asian 
tour and returned to Washington 
to consult with President Clin¬ 
ton. 

The Israeli aggression on Leb¬ 
anon has cast serious doubts on 
how- the^Umted Sates ctmr$al*'- 
vage the two-year-old peace pro¬ 
cess. For the moment, die Syri¬ 
ans, who have military presence 
in East Lebanon, appeared to re¬ 
strain themselves from hitting 
back at the Israelis. At least three 
Syrian soldiers in Lebanon have 
been killed and an unspecified 
number were injured, when Is¬ 
raeli planes attacked Syrian posi¬ 
tions. The Israeli operation is 
aimed at destroying Hizbullah 
bases in the south of Lebanon af¬ 
ter the group-had launched a se¬ 
ries of Katyusha attacks against 
northern Israeli settlements. Kat¬ 
yusha rockets continued to pour 
.on the Galilee, as Israeli helicop- 
I'ter gun ships began an operation 
to raze 30 Lebanese villages 
along the self-declared Israeli se¬ 
curity zone. The Israeli attacks, 
the largest since the invasion of 
Lebanon in 1982, have until 
.Tuesday resulted in the death of 


By Stephanie Genkfcn 
Special to the Star 

SOME CALL it stand up come¬ 
dy, others say it's improvisation 
at its best and a few fans insist 
it's simply situation comedy — 
but the artists themselves main¬ 
tain that it is pointless to classi¬ 
fy their unique style of theater. 

"It's just Nabii and Hisham in 
Jordan," said a tired Nabii Saw- 
alha die morning after his last 
performance in Jerash. "It's a 
combination of both of us with 
30 years experience writing for 
television and theater, acting, 
mimicking and doing comedy. 
We are socially and politically 
aware and we need to say some¬ 
thing." 

Irritated by futile attempts to 
categorize their approach, Mr 
Sawalha dismissed the exercise 
by defending the versatile na¬ 
ture of theater. With a satisfied 
glimmer in his eye he added that 
"theater is a place where you 
present an idea. How you 
.present it and attract an audi- 
ence is your own way ... We ve 
got a chemical that works." 

Regardless of how you choose 
to label the talents of these two 
up and coming stars, one thing 
can be said for sure: their style 
is direct and simple, at least on 
the surface. 

Presenting their take on me 
and politics in Jordan and the 
Arab world, Nabii Sawalha and 
Hisham Yaness have become 
the talk of the town. Known as 
"Nabii and Hisham", this come¬ 
dy duet has captured the imagi¬ 
nation of Jordanians from all 
walks of life as the two poke fun 
at ministers, criticize the work¬ 
ings of Government and even 
.imitate Royalty. 

• In their latest play, ^Yd- 
eomel Arab Summit", the dar¬ 



over SO Lebanese, mostly civil¬ 
ians. Hundreds were injured and 
at least 120,000 Lebanese have 
fled their homes to Beirut in the 
north. 

Meanwhile, a senior Jordanian 
source told The Star that Mr 
Christopher's visit to the region 
is extremely important at this 
stage. He added that the Ameri¬ 
can minister will probably be 
carrying with him new ideas on 
amending the US document on 
Israeli-Palestinian * principles, 
which will be more acceptable 


to the Palestinians. The source 
added that the Palestinians have 
been showing signs that they 
have no objection to postponing 
negotiation on some of the diffi¬ 
cult issues hke Jerusalem, refu¬ 
gees and security to a later stage 
on the condition that the Ameri¬ 
can list of principles specifies 

that. 

The Palestinian side has also 
called for a clear mention of the 
transfer of authority during the 
self rule interim period and that 
there should be a stipulation in 


the proposed American working 
paper making a connection be¬ 
tween the interim stage and the 
final settlement on the basis of 
Security Council resolution 242. 

The Jordanian source also said 
that Mr Christopher's visit to the 
Middle East, the second since he 
took office, comes after the US 
Chief Coordinator Mr Dennis 
Ross failed in his visit last 
month to achieve progress espe¬ 
cially on the American decima¬ 
tion of proposals. The source 
added that US contacts with var¬ 


Nabeel and Hisham 
rediscover the hysterical side 
of Arab politics 



ing duo set out to offer more 
than a joke about current politi¬ 
cal developments in Jordan. In¬ 
stead they attempt to fuse come¬ 
dy and history. The result is a 
valiant effort to transfer the ex¬ 
perience of the events of 1967 to 
a generation too young to re¬ 
member the scenes that are al¬ 
most legendary in the Arab 
world today. 

At a press conference after 
their Jerash debut the usually 
comical Hisham turned serious. 
"There is a historical period that 
some Arab people have yet to 
understand," began Mr Yaness. 
While Arab historians continue 


to glorify and remember the late 
Egyptian President Gamal Ab¬ 
dul Nasser as the hero of the 
Arab world, Nabii and Hisham 
offer a reinterpretation of the 
man as well as the-events that 
surround the period. The result 
is a bit of revisionist historiogra¬ 
phy. 

On the whole Nabii and His- 
harris "Welcome! Arab Sum¬ 
mit" has received much acclaim 
in a very brief time. Yet, not 
everyone seemed comfortable 
with their aim to demystify the 
much revered Nasser, as many 
avid supporters pointed to pit- 
falls and gaps in their most re¬ 


cent satirical play. Receiving the 
criticism with confidence, Mr 
Yaness explained that, "we were 

forced to clarify and explain too 

much; we inserted as much as 
we could. We cannot deny that 
there were some gaps that we 
could not fill because of the lim¬ 
itations of a two and a half hour 
play-" 

While the majority of Jordani¬ 
ans are drawn to the honesty 
and simplicity of Nabii and His¬ 
ham, not everyone in the King¬ 
dom is singing their praises. 
Surprisingly, their opposition 
does not come from the ranks of 
ministers and Royals, whom the 


ious parties to the talks have tak¬ 
en place in die past few weeks 
in preparation for Mr Christo¬ 
pher's visit 

The source added that while 
the US list of proposals had a 
□umber of "positive” ideas, it 
also had many ambiguities espe¬ 
cially with regard to the imple¬ 
mentation of 242 on Palestinian 
territories. The status of Jerusa¬ 
lem is also not clear in the 
American paper, the Jordanian 
source added saying that delay¬ 
ing negotiations over such- is¬ 
sues will only make the already 
complex situation worse. 

With the Israeli operation in 
Lebanon still raging, Mr Chris¬ 
topher's main goal of coming to 
the area, which is to give assu¬ 
rances to the Palestinians and to 
push the Syrians into accepting 
Israeli offers on die Golan, will 
be overshadowed. His Majesty 
King Hussein told Al Hayat Ara¬ 
bic daily in London that be 
hoped that the Israelis will cease 
their operation and expressed 
fears that the latest spate of vio¬ 
lence will harm the peace pro¬ 
cess. Jordan had earlier con¬ 
demned the Israeli aggression 
and Prime Minister Dr Abdel 
Salam Majali said it will affect 
. the peace process. 

Mr Christopher's meeting with 
the Palestinians and. the Israelis 
will probably result in giving the 
Palestinians additional assuranc¬ 
es so that die next round of talks 
can be held in September. The 
Israelis are expected to take a 
number of confidence-building 
measures including the release 
of some Palestinian prisoners 
and the return of the deportees. 

Meanwhile. Arab and Israeli 
parties have agreed on a timeta¬ 
ble to resume the meetings of 
the multilateral committees on 
security and armaments, water, 
refugees, economy and environ¬ 
ment But the Arab parties ex¬ 
pressed reservations over the ve¬ 
nue of the economic and 
environment meetings which 
will be held in Tunis and Cairo. 
The meetings are scheduled to 
take place between September 
and October. ■ 


two comedians so often imper¬ 
sonate. Instead, their foes are 
"traditional" theater-types who 
believe that the only credible 
form of stage performance is 
"serious" or "committed 1 " thea¬ 
ter. Hitting their criticisms head 
on, Mr Sawalha struck back at 
those artists whom he believes 
to be locked in ivory towers. 
'What’s committed theater? It's 
committed to nothing really. It’s 
just committed to looking seri¬ 
ous and looking impressive, but 
actually ifs empty." 

And besides, what could be 
more serious than politics and 
its effect on our everyday lives? 
"We concentrate on what we 
need to talk about in our life 
now, and politics is a part of our 
everyday lives," said Mr Sawal- 
ha, who believes that it is impor¬ 
tant to make the most of free- 
dim of speech. With political 
awareness his driving force, he 
explained that, "when we left it 
[politics] to the leaders, it was a 
mess. It’s time we share in dis- 
.enssing it" 

Nabii and Hisham hope to 
move Jordanians towards the 
Spirit of democracy. Whether 
they are portraying their impres¬ 
sions of the new world order, 
the budget or the Arab summit, 
these two local stars are showing 
their audiences the power of dia¬ 
logue. "We can say what we 
want and have free discussions 
without getting angry, without 
shouting," said Mr Sawalha in 
his office at the Haya Arts Cen¬ 
ter. 

Both comedians are proud that 
they are able to present highly 
sensitive political issues to a 
broad and diverse spectrum of 
people who all have the same re¬ 
sponse. "They whole country is 
laughing," he added, "and this is 
a healthy sign.” ■ 


Jordan pins its hopes on Qa 
Disi aquifer to provide 
water by the year 2000 


By Amy Henderson 
Star Staff Writer 

THE MINISTRY of Water and Irrigation is chan¬ 
neling its efforts towards the Qa Disi aquifer pro¬ 
ject in southern Jordan in hope that it may pro¬ 
vide Jordanians with drinking water for the next 
50 tol 00 years. 

In cooperation with the British Overseas Devel¬ 
opment Administration (ODA). the ministry is 
conducting a study on the feasibility of long-term 
utilization of the Qa Disi aquifer. 

In addition to fending, the British government 
is providing additional hardware to improve the 
drilling performance. 

The Disi is the largest water resource currently 
understudy, and Government officials are pinning 
hopes on it to alleviate the gravity of the situation 
for the time being. 

Hie massive fossil reserve is semi-continental, 
extending from northern Saudi Arabia into Jor¬ 
dan, even reaching the Amman and Zerqa areas. 
It is left over from a glacial melt 30,000 years 
ago. 

The volume of the aquifer is well over 100,000 
times that of the volume of the King Talal Dam, 
which can hold up to 80 million cubic meters of 
water. However, the exact volume is still undeter¬ 
mined and it is unlikely that all the water is suita¬ 
ble for human use. 

According to Shammy Puri, Disi project man¬ 
ager, the area has been developed and used for ag¬ 
ricultural irrigation in the southern desert for the 
last four to five years. 

Secretary general for the Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation Quosay Quotaishat said that four Jorda¬ 
nian agricultural companies have long-term li¬ 
censes to use the water. Disi is also the water 
source for a small-scale governmental agriculture 
project as well as for some settled bedouins in the 
region. 

"Now, we are trying to confirm how big the aq¬ 
uifer actually is," Puri said, "as well as the availa¬ 
bility of [drinking] water and the quality of water 
available from the Disi. 

"Our intention is to bring the water in pipeline 
to Amman," he added. 

He explained that although die aquifer extends 
as far as Amman, the water is so deep near the 


capital that it would not be cost efficient to drill. 
Even in the southern desert the water can lie 
250,000 meters deep, he added. 

Currently, the ODA and water ministry staff are 
drilling and testing throughout the southern desen 
area to determine how much water could be ex¬ 
tracted from each 1500 meter deep hole drilled, 
and to test its quality. 

The project is now in an interim phase, and the 
ODA expects to present its findings to the minis¬ 
try in December. 

Then the Government will decide whether or 
not to invest 

"It’s a big step," said Puri, "because it commits 
to major investment It needs roads, electricity, 
storage reserves, people and requires 380 kilome¬ 
ters of pipeline." 

According to the ministry, the project will cost 
$1 million per kilometer of pipeline for invest- 
_ ment capital alone if developed. 

Jordan will have to rely on lending institutions 
and other donors to provide investment capital, 
Quotaishat told The Star. ? 

The study will also provide information that 
will aid the Jordanian government in making 
agreements with Saudi Arabia concerning water 
rights and usage of the Disi. 

Working with the ministry, the ODA will de¬ 
sign a mathematical model to make predictions of 
how the aquifer will perform for the next five to 
ten decades. 

"We expect the results to show that we should 
be able to proceed with the feasibility and design 
of the study," Quotaishat told The Star . "The Disi 
should transport a sufficient water supply to Am¬ 
man, but the exact amount is still undetermined." 

Puri also expressed the same confidence based 
on the quality of water found during drilling. 

"The water quality is good, generally." he said. 
"We feel comfortable with what we’re finding. 
One point is very hor —nearly 56 degrees, so ba¬ 
sically its clean water and things are looking rea¬ 
sonable." 

The water ministry expects a final report from 
the study by early 1995. If the government de¬ 
cides to proceed with the design, the Disi could 
be providing water to Ammanites as early as the 
year 2000, Quotaishat said. ■ 


No peace without Jerusalem says 
Turkish foreign minister 


By a Star staff writer 

A HIGH level Turkish official 
ended * a week-long visit to 
Jordan Tuesday after meet¬ 
ings with His Royal Highness 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
and Prime Minister Dr Abdel 
Salam Majali and others. The 
discussions focused on ways 
to enhance bilateral relations 
between Jordan and Turkey, 
as well as other regional and 
international issues. 

Mr Hikmei Cetin, Turkish 
minister of foreign affairs, 
said be found discussions 
with Jordanian officials to be 
"very fruitful" and said he was 
delighted to find "a mutual de¬ 
termination and a political 
will to further strengthen" bi¬ 
lateral relations. 

He told a press conference 
that Turkey and Jordan have 
adopted similar economic 
model s and thus, he said, this 
creates the right conditions 
for strengthening economic 
ties.” 

Doting the three-day visit, 
Mr Cetin also met with Minis¬ 
ter of State for Foreign Af¬ 
faire Mr Talal Hassan, and 
Minister of Planning Dr Ziad 
Fariz. 

Mr Cetin condemned the re¬ 
cent "activities" along the Is- 
raeli-Lebanese border as a 
hindrance to the peace pro¬ 
cess. 

"We consider the peace pro¬ 
cess a golden opportunity to 
bring peace, stability, prosper- 



Mr Cetin, center ; during his press conference 


icy and cooperation to the re¬ 
gion," he told reporters Tues¬ 
day. "We deplore any action 
which derails the process and 
we condemn the recent opera¬ 
tions that have caused casual¬ 
ties in civilian populations." 

He also said that Turkey's 
official stand on the peace 
process is that Jerusalem is a 
city of the Islamic world and 
that it must be included in the 
peace process. 

"We cannot reach a resolu¬ 
tion without Jerusalem," Cetin 
added. 

The foreign minister said 
that he decided not to visit Is¬ 
rael, which would have been 
the first by a Turkish foreign 
minister since its establish¬ 
ment in 1948. 

Cetin denied that his sudden 
decision to postpone his visit 
to Israel was related to Israeli 


raids on Lebanon. He said the 
decision was not a cancella¬ 
tion, but simply a postpone¬ 
ment 

"Because of the develop¬ 
ments in and around Leba¬ 
non," he said, "I felt it neces¬ 
sary to postpone my visit... as 
the situation in the area is not 
suitable or favorable for con¬ 
centrating ourselves on bilat¬ 
eral relations and since it 
might prevent us from devot¬ 
ing our full attention to the is¬ 
sues. We preferred not to let 
the tension overshadow this 
visit." 

He said the visit to Israel 
may be rescheduled sometime 
after hostilities end. 

The minister returned to 
Turkey Wednesday to await 
the arrival of His Majesty 
King Hussein, in Ankara early 
next week. ■ 
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An unconventional report on Jordanian news and 
views edited by Dr Marwan Al Asmar 


-!)wran of Wa'ad 


T Dr Mo- 
n.:d Al 

the 

,i«>.vL 2 r.t sen- 
oral secretary 
the Arab 
Unionist 
Democratic 
Fartv, Wa'ad. 



says his party Dr Owran 
is of cen¬ 
ter. It stresses nationalist social 
and economic policies, belief in 
\rr-ir integration and the even- 
r.i .: ur.ity of the Arab nation. 
He -slio Vays that the present 
.■Icciora! law should be re- 

■ •rr.ied Jt.J that there should be 
>ro constituency for each Par- 

■ itnenrary seat. While Dr Ow- 
rjf, does no: specify one man, 
• >iie void, this is clearly what he 
{Meant, according to an inter¬ 
view in Ad Dusiour. Dr Owran 
adds that his party will contest 
up to /0 seats in the coming 
elections: These include Salt, 
Irbid, Tafileh and Zerqa. 


and more importantly it would 
mean that the taxpayer would 
have to pay for their upkeep. 
But why should he pay for par¬ 
ties who do not represent his 
views when the money could 
be effectively spent somewhere 
else? 

Joining the 
Parliamentary 
wagon 


■ Dr Aref Al Bataineh, the for¬ 
mer minister of health, is to run 
for Parliament. He has been se¬ 
lected by Al Bataineh tribe in 
Irbid to represent them in the 
coming Parliament, that of 
course depends on whether he 
wins or not. 


No to Government 
Ending for parties 


■ Mr Sulie- 
man Arar, 

Ma'an deputy 
and general 
secretary of 
the newly 
formed Al 
Mustaqbal 
party. has 
said that he Arar 
will not be 



and 31 December 1992,24,600 
famili es returned from the Gulf, 
according to a study by the 
Bank of Industrial Develop¬ 
ment Of these, 20,699 families 
were living in Kuwait and 
12,100 had lived in that country 
for more than 25 years; 14,200 
of these returnees now live in 
Amman and only 7000 families 
already had their own accom¬ 
modation. This created tremen¬ 
dous pressure resulting in the 
consequent boom in the con¬ 
struction sector. Only 4000 of 
these returnees were well off 
and intended to invest their 
money, while 18,600 relied on 
paid employment and are today 
a major factor for the high un¬ 
employment in this country. 
Only 14 percent of those return¬ 
ees had university degrees, 
meaning that most of those 
were either man ual workers, 
employees or students. This 
group formed 61 percent of to¬ 
tal returnees. 
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Deputies against 
peace process 


■ More and more people will 
be against the 


peace process 
if it does not 
achieve 
progress very 
soon. Already 
31 deputies 
have met to 
try and ham¬ 
mer out an 
agreement 
that is totally 
against the 
peace process 
and seek to 
form a broad 
coalition to 
fight it Prime 
Minister Ab¬ 
del Salam 
Majali is said 
to be extreme¬ 



Kawar 


tember. It is being organized by 
MEBA Ltd and tire Economic 
Perspectives newsletter, a sub¬ 
sidiary of Info-Media Interna¬ 
tional, ' the publisher of The 
Star: The overall theme will be 
new economic and business de¬ 
velopments in Jordan and the 
region. Professor Christopher 
tfigson, a leading tax authority 
in the London Business School 
and Dr Paul Jabber will be 
among the many distinguished 
speakers especially coining to 
the conference which may be 
the first of its kind in so far as it 
will focus on the potential for 
development in the business, 
sector. 


has its special uniqueness and 
national characteristics. It said 
that the visit in no way consti¬ 
tuted signing an agreement with 
the Iraqis and wrote to the Min¬ 
ister of Interior Salameh Ham- 
mad explaining to him that ■ 
they, in no way violated the 
party law which specifies that 
parties may not sign agree¬ 
ments with other foreign pow¬ 


show is Lebanese star singer 
Julia Butros. ~ 


New man holding 
thefert 


ers. 


Festivals, 

festivals! 


3 cheers for 
Dr Abadi 


□ The Council of Islamic Or¬ 
ganizations and Societies de- 
rounced parties who want di¬ 
rect funding from the 
Government. Other than the 
fact that Lhe law stipulated that 
parties should generate their 
own income and forbade them 
from receiving outside financ¬ 
ing. the council said that these 
parties should accept the moral 
responsibility of standing on 
their own two feet. Accepting 
Mate funding would mean inter- 
• ere.tee in their internal affairs 


running for the next Parliament 
He, however, will be campaign¬ 
ing for candidates which the 
party will select to fight in a 
number of constituencies. 


■ Mr Abdel Kareem Al Kaba- 
riti, former minister of tourism 
and labor and another deputy 
for the Ma'an constituency, is 
running for re-election. 


Profile of 
returnees 


Between 10 August 1990 


■ One of the first decisions of 
the new Amman mayor, Dr 
Mamdouh Abadi, is to promise 
to spend two hoars a day be¬ 
tween one and three in the af¬ 
ternoon in one of the 20 areas 
under the control of the munici¬ 
pality. This is certainly an inno¬ 
vation for the new mayor says 
he wants to go to the people, 
listen to their problems and 
hopefully solve them. Are we 
seeing a new caring approach 
of the previous health minister? 
We hope so. 


ly angry because of this and 
has vowed to resist attempts to 
undermine Jordan's peaceftil ef¬ 
forts .These deputies come from 
a broad political spectrum in¬ 
cluding the Islamic movement, 
nationalists and leftists and in¬ 
clude deputies Ibrahim Khrei- 
sat, spokesman of the Muslim 
Brotherhood in Parliament, 
Leith Shbeilat, Bassam Hada- 
deen and Fakhari Kawar. 


AL 'Ahd denounces 
fepo its..... 


■ Having finished with the 
trials and tribulations of the Te- 
rash festival, we now have the 
Jerusalem Festival for Arts and 
Culture that will last for three 
whole weeks 
from 


■ Al ‘Ahd 
party has de¬ 
nounced re¬ 
marks as un¬ 
true made by 
Mr Ahmad 
Al Najdawi 
of the Arab 
Socialist 



starting 
the 1 August- 
Organized by 
the Al Wihdar 
Club; the fes¬ 
tival will 


comprise art, 
culture, poet¬ 
ry recitals and 
traditional 



■ The Royal Court has ap¬ 
proved ' the norm nation of the 
new British Ambassador to Jor¬ 
dan, Mr BRM Hinchcliffe, who 
will take over from Mr Patrick 
Eyers. Mr Hinchcliffe was bom 
in 9 April. 1937 and after at¬ 
tending Trinity College Dublin 
he joined the British Overseas 
Civil Service in 1961. After a 
brief period at Birmingham 
University he Joined the Brit¬ 
ish Foreign and Common¬ 
wealth Office-as a First Secre¬ 
tary. As a professional diplomat 
he has extensive knowledge of 
the Middle East serving in Dubi 
as Consul General in a 1981 and 
in Kuwait as the British Am¬ 
bassador between 1987 to 
1990. 


US hires all over 
the world 


Conference on 
Jordan's economy 
to be held 


Baath Party aj 

Innlon that *** irtiytLU. 


A conference .on "Jordan's 
new economic perspectives" is 
to be held at the Philadelphia 
Hotel between 25 and 26 Sep¬ 


of Jordan that 
Al ‘Ahd had signed an agree¬ 
ment of cooperation with the 
ruling Baathists of Iraq. While 
Al 'Ahd said that their General 
Secretary Mr Abdel Hadi Al 
Majali did visit Iraq it was to 
confirm that the Arab "region" 


Julia Butros . 

folklore danc¬ 
ing, similar to fire Jerash Festi¬ 
val. The names and groups are 
basically the same, although ac¬ 
tivities here and there are add¬ 
ed. There will be films from 
Russia and Bulgaria and also 
seminars, hosted by famous lo¬ 
cal talents; the fin ale of the 


■ The Star was contacted last 
week by Mr Peter Kovach a 
. spokesman at the American em¬ 
bassy in Ammairwho wished to 
clarify that the US. Department 
of State Foreign Service Exam 
is taken all over tire-world and 
is advertised in all newspapers 
and not only in The Jerusalem 
'Post! - 


at. The-- 

eign AfWto Mr TaB 3 '^| 

Hassan, »: 

katn not Saturday " 

the 
tton of Mb 

Hosseio^b® *01 

Twrkey on Sunday* r T? ; ‘ 


M The Star 
that life 

Hussein wOt visit (kxns** 
nv and Italy before; mAh'. 
ing back to the counts?^ =. 


m PalesUriian sre»c»sdfd; 
that there- refli be exteashw. 
reshuffling of aatoss- 
dors of .the state of Paks- 
tine to various Arab and; 
foreign capitals. 


OK Palestinian sources said 
that Egyptian officiate are 
at the moment meeting 
members of the Israeli 
Knesset to hold a meeting 
with the Palestinians.^ Tb* 
Egyptians are. proposing 
either Cairo or Tunis, for. 
such a meeting. 


The 


Star teas teamed 
that a. jM&ilaD* 
Romanian Company la be¬ 
ing negotiated hr <xptare 
for oil id Jordan.The com¬ 
pany wiH have a capital of 
JD20 million; the Jordani¬ 
an Government and Ro¬ 
manian companies wffi 
provide the bulk of that 
whtie another JDS n^liofl 
will be pot for private in¬ 
vestors. : - 


■ The Yemeni Prime 
Minister will, arrive in 
Ammon next month to at¬ 
tend meetings of tire joint 
Jordannm-Yemeni Higher 
Committee. The meetings 
are expected to he at the 
highest levels and to last 
for a few days. 
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Recreating the essence of Palestine 


By Luay Basil 
Special to the Star 


WHAT MAKES a photo exhibi¬ 
tion exciting and exceptional? 
For m me. it is the subject, while 
.Vr others it is the work of art 
Bui for Luifi .Abu Omar it was 
the >heer desire to recreate a for¬ 
gotten essence of Palestine and 
rnor.- specifically Jerusalem, to 
collect 4850 photographs over a 
JO year period. 

’Jerusalem Background Pho¬ 
to:. 1840-1948" is the title of 
Abu Omar’s exhibition currently 
at the Royal Cultural Center 
fROO. It contains 2 50 black- 
v-white documentary photos. 
- '• X-.ii cm in size, mainly of Je- 
”:s.,iL-m — and of other cities in 
’V.L-o.r.ic. The oldest picture is 
■ yi Ja fit ( 184St and the most 
< -ne is that of Bab Al Ma- 

-rra ;:t Jerusalem 1 195S). 

- 1 didn’t plan for it... every¬ 
thing came b\ chance. I was a 
specialist in Palestinian folklore 
eo>Lum?> and had a collection of 
S"rt eustumes ". Abu Omar told 
77:< Star. He added that his col¬ 
lection was lone of the best] in 
:be world. He was satisfied with 
■Jut hobby until 1970. when he 
’.i'iied a Palestinian family, in 
Ai Khalil fHebron] that had 



The Dome of the Rock mosque, Jerusalem 1882 


folklore dresses to add to his 
collection. 

By chance, Abu Omar came 
across some 80-iiueiesting 6X6 
cm old black-and-white photos 
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of Jerusalem which the family 
possessed. The wife's great 
grandfather who was in the Ot¬ 
toman army, obtained the photos 
from a German general. 

"I left their house buying the 
photos [in the form glass plate 
negatives] instead of the dress¬ 
es." he said. 

Abu Omar developed the 
glass plates at Eliyya Services in 
Jerusalem, and so began his 
quest to collect old photographs 
of Palestine. The old glass 
plates, used early in the history 
of photography, are much better 
than the negatives of today, 
which lose reproductive quality 
after two or three reproductions. 


Abu Omar was lucky enough 
to learn and practice photogra¬ 
phy at the studio of the Armeni¬ 
an Kevort Kavejian, one of the 
most famous living photogra¬ 
phers in Jerusalem. 


Abu Omar made the painful 
decision to sell his costumes in 
order to continue practicing pho¬ 
tography. But his dream had 
been no less than to collect the 
photos that document the mod¬ 
ern history of Palestine. 

He began by contacting sons 
and grandsons of travellers, mis¬ 
sionaries and orientalists (of 30 
different nationalities) whom 
had been to Palestine. 

”1 didn't write to any of 
them... after going through sev¬ 
eral channels to obtain their ad¬ 
dresses, I travelled to their coun¬ 
tries to talk to them", Abu Omar 
said. "It took roe twenty years to 
gather my collection, so I keep 
the original glass plates and neg¬ 
atives in a safe place, diskette- 
copies and slides as well". 

The dates of the photos were 
checked for accuracy by at least 
IS Arab and foreign specialists, 
first 


Abu Omar's first exhibition 


was in Jerusalem in cooperation 
with the French Cultural Center. 

The current exhibition at the 
RCC includes an interesting col¬ 
lection of photographs -of the 
Dome of the Rock Mosque, 
which shows the evolution of 
the mosque during the past 140 
years. Other photos feature daily 
activities, famous buildings and 
cities in Palestine, and even 
place there, such as the visit of 
German Kaiser William II and 
the British Forces Parade in Je¬ 
rusalem (1937) among others. 

His collection today is the best 
in the Middle East among indi¬ 
vidual collectors. 

Abu Omar said that be de¬ 
scribes and spreads civilization, 
culture and history. T am not a 
politician", Abu Omar said 

The exhibition at the RCC 
originally was scheduled for two 
weeks, but has been so popular 
among Jordanians, it has been 
extended to four weeks to meet 
public demand. 

Visitors can buy the photos 
for 20 JD each. "The whole ex¬ 
hibition is for sale provided that 
the purchaser doesn't use it for 
commercial gain," he said. ■ 

"My dream is to publish some 
of those photos in a book so that. 
people can see the modern histo-. 
ry of Palestine," be told The 
Star. Abu Omar said he has a 
project for publishing 450 pho¬ 
tos from 1848 to 1880, in a 600-. 
page book and in six-languages. 

"I am still looking for a spon¬ 
sor for this project and received 
more than one request from for¬ 
eigners," he said, "but I have 
been looking for an Arab one 
for the last three years. It is a 
pity that foreigners are interest¬ 
ed in our hi story more than our¬ 
selves.” 

Mr Abu Omar is preparing for 
a three-year tour in Europe 
where he will exhibit his work 
in Switzerland, Sweden, Nor¬ 
way and Germany. ■ 
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Greenpeace accuses Israel of \ 
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A CLAIM by Greenpeace that 
Israeli-produced bromine is re¬ 
sponsible for much of the dam¬ 
age to the ozone layer is an "ex¬ 
aggeration," Israeli Environment 
Minister Yossi Sand said last 
week. 

Sand was responding to a re¬ 
port in the Hebrew daily Ma’anv 
which quoted Greenpeace as 
saying Bromine Compounds 
lid. is responsible for 3 per cent 
of the damage to the ozone 
layer.- 

• "There is no doubt that methyl 
bromide is not good (environ¬ 
mentally), bat ft has not been 
banned by the international com¬ 
munity," Sarid told The Jerusa¬ 
lem Post. Bromide is being 
phased out by several countries, 
including the US, which is the 
largest user of methyl bromide, 
and the European Community. 

Israel is one of the largest: pro¬ 
ducers of methyl bromide, used 


for soil and crop fumigation, as 
well as in leaded gasoline and 
medial compounds. 

"There are mixed opinions on 
whether the substance actually 
harms die ozone layer, different 
experts have different opinions," 
Sarid said. 

"If the international communi¬ 
ty demands phasing out the pro¬ 
duction of bromides, Israel will 
also phase it out. Israel won’t lag 
behind the world, when it comes 
to protecting the environment. 
and ozone layer," Sarid prom¬ 
ised. 

In a letter to. the director of 
Greenpeace International in Hol¬ 
land. Sarid noted: "Israel, as 
most of the developed nations, is 
deeply concerned with the deple¬ 
tion of the ozone layer. With that 
concern in mini ; Israel has 
signed and ratified the Vienna 
Conventions, Montreal Protocol, 
and London Amendments on 


deplete the *. 


substances that 
ozone layer. Sarid also offered __ 
to meet the Greenpeace director. »- 
A Greenpeace report said: "Is- * 
rad is one of the few countries • 
to challenge the UNEP (United * 
Nations Environmental Pro- J 
gram) expert conclusion that \ 
(methyl bromide) pesticide is a j 
significant cause of ozone depie-1 
tion." 2 

Dead Sea bromine exports are ] 
estimated at $50 million a year. ; 

• "The Ma'ariv article errooe-it 
ously claims that Israel produce*” 
“a third of the world’s bromide * 
and a third of the damage to the i 
ozone" and is highly mislead- ' 
ing," 'said Bromine Compounds ; 
lid. spokeswoman Rebecca Raz. j 
"Fumigating the gronnd by : 
methyl bromide increases the, 
produce yield and improves;; 
quality. Today we use it for : 
growing, vegetables, fruit, and: 
flowers. ■ 


Inter-Con’s new ballroom 
combines luxury and diversity 


By Vesna Masharqa 

. Special to The Star " 


HOTEL JORDAN fitter- 
Continental's JD 3.million, hew 
grand ballroom is-yet-another 
example of the hotel's plans to 
meet.the rising expectations by 
local and foreign guests for re¬ 
fined taste, luxurious accom¬ 
modation and high!.quality ser-- 
vice, according to the, hotel's 
Marketing Manager Mr Fires 
IrsheidaL f ■ 

The new baDrbom, which oc¬ 
cupies 1046 square meters of 
the ground floor spaice is load-, 
ed with state-of-the-art -facili¬ 
ties. If can be divided into 4 
smaller halls and two function 
areas; in accordance wrtti cti- 
ents’ demands. 

- The ballroom offers luxury, 
excellent service, reliability all 
with good prices," Mr Irsheidat 
said. Prices range from JD 1 to 
JD 100 per person, depending 
on the kind of food and service - 
a customer is looking Tor.' A 
customs can. rent the Iwhble.: 
ballroom and’ order caviar .and 
the most expensive food and: 
beverage for each guest, or he 
mayrequest amcstisunpleipar- 
ty arrangements, m a limited 
:.and with modest jfood or- 



"Smce we opened lhe - ball* 
room, it has b^n occupied all 


the time every night for wed¬ 
ding ; parties,. business banquets 
and cocktails," Mr’^ Irsheidat 
said; He. added that no matter 
what the function is one thing is 
guaranteed, excellent -service 
provided by-trained;personnel 
.supervised by &e management. 

. The grand . ballroom can ac¬ 
commodate up to 1395 
guests and around 2000 stand¬ 
ing cocktail guests. K offers 
pleasant, ambience created, by 
the beautiful interior decoration 
and it overiooks the pool. - ; , - 
Specially designed pinkish 
carpets and- the wooden ara- 1 
besque Trails are lh with glitter¬ 
ing .chandeliers made from ft- 
mousEgyptian crystals. 

. "You are treated like a royal¬ 


ty at tire 

said Mr Barghouti.:wte>.ii&aif-i: 
Iy arrived from' the -Dnifipfc 
States to make arrangem^jff^- 
hrs wedding. He said tfre/fi 
helps its clients plan the5& 


ties every step of The 

prices, Mr BsughoutL^M^v^^ 

relatively cheap, 

the quality of scrvicesi^LV';^? 


Meanwhile, the 
is one of the oldest hotels^- 
Jordan with ; nvK« £&*;■; 
ades of history, ■ willr add*.;W4: • 
new functions next mbtitfe tbe " 
Al Pasha Night.Glub A;^; 
“Kiting and ccctfcsehce , 
ties; which ■ wiH be . 
the executive, y 

and the most sQ^stica^»S^ 
rearial Services'. II: N'NiNN 
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Jerusalem conference on investments: 

To hold or not to hold. 

■ Palestinian leader Faisal Husseini is planning to hold the 
first conference of Palestinian businessmen in Jerusalem in 
September. The idea, which has received 
the blessing of the Palestinian leadership' 
and the Israeli authorities, aims at encour¬ 
aging Palestinian investors in exile to put 
much needed seed money into industries 
and projects in the West Bank and Gaza, 
both of which to be vacated by Israel un¬ 
der the peace process. So far, Mr Husseini 
has been able to solicit the help of very in¬ 
fluential Palestinian and Arab business¬ 
men. But like any-good idea, there a re 
those who believe it is not. 

One such opponent is Palestinian politi¬ 
cal commentator Mr Tewfiq Abu Baker Husseini 
who wrote in Ad Dustour last week rhar 
there are legitimate issues at hand which 
are not in the interest of holding the conference. The writer 
says that conference's venue in occupied Jerusalem is a recog¬ 
nition of the status quo and gives credence to Israeli claims 
rather than the opposite. He disc laims allegations thm the con¬ 
ference will focus on the Palestinian and Arab identity of Jeru¬ 
salem saying that such statements are part of political slyness 
for wluch we are famous, but which changes nothing of the 
materia] facts on the ground. Mr Abu Baker adds that the hold¬ 
ing of the conference at a time when peace negotiations are on 
hold precisely over the issue of Jerusalem does .not help the 
Arab cause either. 

The second objection which Mr Abu Baker presents deals 
with the fact that discussing investments in the Occupied Terri¬ 
tories is impossible to carry out without getting into the Israeli 
economy, which controls the Palestinian economy . This is, ac¬ 
cording to the writer, normalization before withdrawal. He 
says that if the price of withdrawal is normalization, then why 
pay before withdrawal is achieved? 

Lastly, Mr Abu Baker says the conference will rake place at 
a time when the Palestinian national arena is witnessing divi¬ 
sions. The conference, he adds, will only exacerbate these divi¬ 
sions. He suggests that the conference be held in Amman so as 
to avoid controversy and the political risks entailed in holding 
the conference in Jerusalem. 

Meanwhile, Israeli industrialists are launching their own plan 
to set up industrial zones in the West Bank and Gaza. The plan 
was recommended by a committee under the former Likud co¬ 
alition government with the aim of creating employment alter¬ 
natives to over 150,000 Palestinian workers in the Occupied 
Territories. Palestinian economist Sameer Barghouti told the 
London-based Al Quds Ai Arabi newspaper that the plan aims 
at establishing Israeli capital while another, Charles Sham as, 
said the Israeli move will consolidate the unequal relationship 
between the Israeli and the Palestinian economies. 

The rat race in the north 

M Field rats could very well be making their way to Irbid, now 
that the ugly rodents have devastated the crops and thousands 
of dunums in the northern govemorate. The issue is serious ac¬ 
cording to Irbad Governor Fayez.Abbadia ^ _ : 

who says that spraying provided only -a 
partial solution to the rat problem. Farm¬ 
ers say help came too late and that poison 
is not completely effective. They add that 
their losses are too great and must be 
compensated. 

While the govemorate is studying the 
best ways to fight the increasing rat popu¬ 
lation, the Irbid Municipality is taking its 
own measures to stop their advance on 
the city. City Mayor Sami Irsbeidat called 
on Irbid citizens to do their best to keep &amal 
the city, which had a rat problem in the 
past, clean. — 

Minister of agriculture Dr Marwan Kama! has toured the af¬ 
fected areas and is recommending more spraying with pesti¬ 
cides. Environmentalists warn that too much spraying will 
eventually affect live sheep which graze the area ami water re¬ 
sources. The whole thing appears to be going out of hand. 

In the meantime, committees responsible for era dicatin g the 
troublesome rodents are considering orthodox and not so ortho¬ 
dox ways to stop their spread. One committee member sug¬ 
gested that trenches one meter in width be dug around the in¬ 
fested farms. More smart ideas should be seeing the light of 
day soon. . „ , . , 

One piece of good news: Dr Kamal assured Jordanians that 
Joidan is locusts-free. But he added that the spread of the 
winged pestilence will not become a threat until early Septem¬ 
ber. . 

Duty on cars: The minister s slip 
of the tongue 

g One day after Minister of Finance announced that the min¬ 
istry will study the reduction of customs duty on cars, Mr 
Sami Qaramo appeared to be retracting. He commented on ms 
own statements in Ad Dustour a day earlier by saying that the 
ministry has not yet studied the issue of 
customs duty on cars and that when it 
does it will present the results of such a 
study to the Cabinet to take the appropri¬ 
ate decision. . _ # 

Customs duty on cars are so high that 
the market for new cars has been de¬ 
pressed for the last four years. A new Jap¬ 
anese car. 1500cc engine, costs no Jess 
than JD 19000 today about $28000, of 
which the Government takes more than 
half in duty and additional fees. Current 
tariffs have been in force since October 
1989 and ran as follows for gasoline en- i lammo 
ffine cars- Uo to 1500cc 125% of the car's 
StoS price; 1501 to 2000cc 140%; 2001to 2500cc 190%; 
2501 to 3000cc 220% and 3000 and over 320%. On top of 
these tariffs, there is a 15.2% additional fees on ail categones. 

The previous Government had resisted calls to amend .the tar¬ 
iffs so as to make small engine cars cheaper. This Government 
does not appear to have made op its mind yet, Wlule once of 
luxury carshas reached astronomical figures ranging from JD 
60 000 to JD 250,000, economy cars are also expensive com- 
naredto real incomes of the average Jordan fiunriy. Consid¬ 
ering that real incomes of most Jordanians have been going 
JZ for the last five years, a small or medium size car is to¬ 
day bevond the reach of the average Jordanian family._ 
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Confederation will come after 
Palestinian independence 


•Editors note: Minister of 
State for Prime Ministry Af¬ 
fairs, Dr Jawad Al Anani, 
says he's not a politician but 
an economist. But he has 
been involved in the Jordani- 
an-Israeli negotiations from 
the early stages. He's a close 
confident of Prime Minister 
Dr Abdel Sal am Majali and is 
considered an insider in his 
2-month-old Government 
Last week he talked with The 
Star's Chief Editor, Osama El 
Sherif, about the Govern¬ 
ment's agenda, the elections 
and tiie peace process. Ex¬ 
cerpts follow: 

You still refuse to be de¬ 
scribed as a transitional Gov¬ 
ernment? 

Because transitional has a 
very specific meaning and that 
means you have come between 
governments and that the resign¬ 
ing government has left under a 
crisis. This is not the case, we 
consider ourselves as a continua¬ 
tion of the previous Govern-, 
menu There might be a reshuffle 
but that doesn't mean the Gov¬ 
ernment will change — people 
think it is transitional because it 
has been customary for a new 
government to be formed after 
elections. And that is not always 
the case — there are excep¬ 
tions-. 

As an insider, what is fixe in¬ 
ternal "wi external a genda of 
this Government? 

Locally, we have to continue 
with the economic restructuring 
and economic adjustment pro¬ 
grams. We will have to put an 
economic plan for the country in 
the next five years — then we 
should address the main issues 
of poverty and unemployment. 
We believe that the budget 
should reflect local government 
formulation and then decentrali¬ 
zation in the sense that all ded- 
isipns.’sbould not. begjurdy -esn- 
tralized. We also believe the 
Government should address the 
issue of agriculture and water. 
These are very important issues, 

I don't know how we are going 
to do it, but at least we will put 
the proper setting to resolve 
these problems. We will have to 
address the ailing companies 
and ailing institutions, and last 
but not least to continue to push 
ahead with administrative re¬ 
form 

Bat aren't yon setting too 
higher goals for yourselves? 

No, we need to do all these 
things at the same tune, but that 
doesn’t mean well finish them at 
the same time. After all, there 
are 27 ministers, it doesn't mean 
that one single person will take 
charge of all these things. 

What about your external 
agenda? 

Most important is to continue 
with the peace process, improve 
our relations with all Arab coun¬ 
tries particularly the Gulf states, 
especially those who axe willing 
to reciprocate. Moreover we 
have to project the image of Jor¬ 
dan abroad as a term medio, as 
center of rationality and also we 
have to promote Jordan as an ec¬ 
onomic regional center. 

.. How serious are yon about 
Arab reconciliation? And how 
do you {dan to do It? • * 

We are making contacts with 
some Gulf states and I think 
they have been paying off. 1 
think ouf relations with Oman 
are very good. There axe signs 
with Qatar and Bahrain. 1 am 
sure we win see more contacts 
in the future. However with Sau¬ 
di Arabia, there ace shy signals . 
so far, but we think Saudi Ara¬ 
bia is very important for us and 
we are very important to them. 

And what about Kuwait? 

It is very strange that we're 
talking about normalization with 
Israel, but we're not talking 
about no rmalizin g with Kuwait 
I believe there are certain per¬ 
sons in Kuwait 1 name Abdallah 
Bsharah to be specific, [who] 
adopted .... the mission of not ■' 
[to achieve] reconciliation with 
both Jordan and the Palestinians, 
but I am sure there are other 
good people in Kuwait who 
think that eventually Kuwait is 
an Arab country and they don't 
want to see it in the future sur¬ 
rounded between a hostile Iran * 
and Iraq. _ s 

Some people misunderstood 
reconciliation to mean distanc¬ 
ing ourselves from Iraq, that it 
will happen at the expense of 
Iraq— 

No, never. X am sure that the 


Iraqis are intelligent enough to 
know that if our relations are 
improved with [the] Gulf states, 
then they will have another asset 
to help their relations be mend¬ 
ed with Gulf states. We are talk¬ 
ing not only about Iraq, we are 
talking about the Iraqi people. 
18 mini ng Iraqis who are very 
important asset for the Arab 
world. Therefore, we're talking 
about maiding fences with all 
Arab countries and we don't see 
it as a zero sum game. 

When are you going to set a 
date for the elections? 

Well there are Constitutional 
regulations, and there are time¬ 
tables to be observed.... The de¬ 
rision to hold elections has been 
taken. When you need to set a 
'date you can do it 45 days be¬ 
fore. Of course we have our 
own calendar, but we think that 
we should study matters. There 
is so much debate about wheth¬ 
er to amend the election law. 
Obviously you can't meet the 
two targets of amending the law 
and holding the elections bn 
their time. Since there is a Royal 
Decree to set the elections on 
their Constitutional dnre by the 
end of this year, then I am sure 
that amending die law through 
Parliament can't be done, you 
can't meet the two objectives, so 
now the question is, are you go¬ 
ing to amend die law or you are 
going to keep the current law as 
it is, this is what we are study¬ 
ing right now. We will make our 
derision 45 days before elec¬ 
tions, to give every body time to 
weigh their chances and oppor¬ 
tunities. 

Is the Gove rnmen t aware 
' that this issue has created 
waves in the political scene; in 
Parliament and in the street, 
do you think that this uproar 
is exaggerated or that it is 
warranted? 

Let us call a spade a spade 
here. Everybody is not viewing 
the elections in general terms, 
everybody is viewing the elec¬ 
tions from their own point of 
view. Here you have personal 
interest at stake and people are 
worried about that 

Whatever the Government 
decides, will it be received 
popularly? 

I don't think die Government 
should worry too much about 
popularity. At should worry 
about what is right and what is 
wrong, for the good of the coun¬ 
try. Nobody else should do that 
except the Government at this 
stage. 

But His Majesty promised 
that such an issue, because of 
its sensitivity, will be adopted 
through a national debate 
similar to what happened with 
tiie National Charter. That de¬ 
bate is not taking place*. 

That debate is taking place 
but not in a seminar, that is why 
we are very happy that such a 
debate will take place because 
that will educate the Govern¬ 
ment on where different people 
stand on the issue.... 

■ But is the Government In¬ 
volved in such a debate? 

No. 

Yon are not talking to the 
political parties, you are not 
talking to Parfiaineiit? 

We were talking to different 
people, of course the Prime 
Minister is continuously meet¬ 
ing with the representatives of 
the parties, of NGOs and so on, 
and we are listening to their 
opinion, and finally we have to 
study where things are from the 
Constitutional and legal points 
view, and when we know the al¬ 
ternative legal scenarios, th en 
we have to pick up the one on 
which most people agree_ 

How influential do you 
think tire political parties will. 
be in the coming elections? 
Are you happy with the way 
our political parties have bees 
developing and presenting 

themselves (m the local scene? 

It is not question whether we 
are happy or not Of course we 
would like to see more maturity 
take place in the political sys¬ 
tem. We view this as a process 
and it must go through its own 
stages until it reaches its own 
maturity over time. There arc 
going to be exaggerations, there 
are going to be emotional exul¬ 
tations. We see this in the tab¬ 
loid media, the new press, eve¬ 
rybody is trying to find a 
geographical space to fit in. Ob¬ 
viously the Government is a 
co mm on target, and therefore, 
we take that as objectively as 
possible. 


Too objectively you think, 
that you're not even defending 
yourselves— 

Why should we defend our¬ 
selves? I think if 1 subject most 
of the things that are mentioned 
in the papers to scientific stan¬ 
dards, they will not stand the 
test I t hink we should not over¬ 
react, our overreaetkm would 
somehow arouse fears of appre¬ 
hensions that we are not taking 
the issue of democracy very se¬ 
riously. We think that this is a 
period of high emotional pitch¬ 
ing and we should not take this 
very seriously. Not all parties 
would agree on different issues, 
some people will take sides with 
the Government, some will not 

You are an economist before 
you are a politician, don't you 
agree that this Government 
will have a tough time plan¬ 
ning for the 1994 budget be¬ 
cause of the economic chal¬ 
lenges that lie ahead? 

1 am not a politician, I am an 
economist. Of course the situa¬ 
tion is tough but not as tough as 
it was in 1989. Thanks to the ef¬ 
forts of the previous Govern¬ 
ment, we have really sailed 
through. Therefore it is tough 
but not impossible. 

Bnt there are stfli some diffi¬ 
cult derisions to make? 

I think so. 1 think whatever the 
Government does is going to af¬ 
fect people's life, I think this 
country must rationalize its eco¬ 
nomic spending, must rational¬ 
ize its pricing policies, and most 
also find a way for the most op¬ 
timal allocation of resources. 
This society must learn also that 
there is competition, that we 
should allow competition to take 
its full course without jeopardiz¬ 
ing the weaker people rights and 
so on. Eventually, we have to in¬ 
vest in the human being, but the 
system overall must be a com¬ 
petitive one, we cannot continue 
as a welfare state, we cannot 
continue to dish out donations 
It is much better to help peopled 
find a living... 

Bat yon have to involve tbe 
private sector, and I think the 
private sector is not being in¬ 
volved because its money is 
stashed in banks — 

To be honest with you, I think 
that the private sector must also 
earn its place. Unfortunately, I 
don't think that the establish¬ 
ments of the private sector have 
been doing their job. Of course, 
individual people in the private 
sector have been doing miracles 
and we fully appreciate their ef¬ 
forts.. 

But the private sector says 
the Government is their main 
competitor— 

You mean privatization? I 
agree that governments had 
been dated in doing privatiza¬ 
tion, but remember also that 
there were reservations against 
certain privatization from the 
private sector itself. There are 
also those in the private sector, 
who are opposed to this because 
they have been enjoying finan¬ 
cial reward by doing contracts... 
tbe contractors, people who sup¬ 
ply the Government with goods 
... why should they want this po¬ 
sition to change now and let new 
competitors come in and share 
the cake with them? So it is not 
as easy as one thinks, but I am 
sure we can do better, I agree 
with that 

Recently Jordan has been 
successful In negotiating tbe 
deferment of payment on 
debts, rescheduling for longer 
periods — how good are these 
agreements for us? 

The last agreement with Lon¬ 
don Club meant that we saved in 
our total debt, and it is much 
easier to pay debt over a period 
of 30 years with low interest 
rates rather than pay (hem in 
five or six years with a veiy 
high interest rate. If I can trans¬ 
fer some of my commercial 
loans into soft loans that is an 
achievement in itself. At the end 
of 1989 our total foreign debt 
was in the [region] of $8.3 bil¬ 
lion, now the real value , of our 
total foreign debt is between 
$6.2 to $6J billion. I think to 
have repaid two billion and alle¬ 
viated the annual debt repay¬ 
ment burden to a manageable 
amount is good. 

Moving to the peace process, 
which was your speciality for 
a while, bow for have we 
reached in real negotiations? 
What have we achieved? And 
how Ear do we have to go? 

This is the 64,000 dollar ques¬ 
tion that I would like to have 
good answer to, I really don't 


know. But I think we have gone 
very far, on three different 
tracks. We look at the Syrian 
track, tbe Israelis are talking 
about withdrawal from all of the 
Golan, or from the Syrian Golan, 
and that is not bad, in exchange 
for their withdrawal they want 
their security concerns to be tak¬ 
en into account So now we are 
talking about an agenda, tbe 
same thing applies to the Leba¬ 
nese on their track. On the Jorda¬ 
nian track it is a different story, 
some people try to underestimate 
the Jordanian agenda concerns 
because they think 
that it is only a 
small piece of land 
that is occupied by 
Israel and the issue 
of water can easily 
be resolved, so 
what problems do 
we have with Is¬ 
rael? No, this is a 
partial and a very 
unjust look at the 
Jordanian track 
problem. There are 
many issues that 
we are involved in 
and also very com¬ 
plicated in nature. 

Jordan can’t alien¬ 
ate itself from the 
religious and his- 
torical aspects of 
Jerusalem, it can't 
be the sole respon- ; 
sibility of the Pal - •*/..’ 

estmians, or the is- . • 
sue of refugees .V 1 

which is a very . ‘ *5 

complicated issue. 

You know in Jor¬ 
dan there are 1.7 or 
1.8 million refii- ' '' s 
gees or displaced 

persons and they - 

constitute about 40 A riant- l 
percent of the Jor- 
danian population. 

Those people have aspirations 
and we can't ignore their aspira¬ 
tions. There are many Palestini¬ 
an issues that can't be resolved 


The setting up of tbe six 
working committees between 
Palestinians and Jordanians. Is 
it the first step towards confed¬ 
eration? 

This issue has been taken both 
as a tactical and as a strategic 
concern by the Palestinians. Tac¬ 
tically they might want to alley 
the fears of Israel that they are 
not interested in everlasting Pal¬ 
estinian state as such, that they 
are willing to enter into partner¬ 
ship Kith Jordan, because the Is¬ 
raeli always express the fear that 
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ArtanL- Jordan has its own vision of peace 



if you allow a Palestinian inde¬ 
pendent state then down the road 
that state will claim the rest of 
Palestine, which is now Israel. 


establishment of an independent 
Palestinian state. The Israelis 
don’t accept Jordan's conditions 
for confederation, they want to 
reap the fruit of confederation 
under the assumption that they 
can maintain some of the de fac¬ 
to privileges that they have 
created for themselves. Jordan 
cannot accept that We have to 
listen to what the Palestinians 
have to say on this particular is¬ 
sue very carefully. 1 don't think 
that our opinions are that far 
apart, it is just a difference of 
opinion at this stage. Jordan is 
not in a hurry, we 
are a linle bit uneasy 

S about too much talk 
that has been taking 
place about the con¬ 
federation. We think 
we should concen¬ 
trate on the peace 
process. 

So what do you 
think of Honan 
Ashravri's call for 
finding new bold 
alternatives for the 
peace process? 

This is a good 
statement ... I think 
the Palestinians 
have already taken 
■V many bold decisions 

*1-. compared to what 

they started with in 
• 1964 and what we're 

seeing right now. 
They have come a 
long way. They've 
already taken the 
risk and the same 
applies to Syria, Jor¬ 
dan and Lebanon. 
We in Jordan are 
proud to have our 

- own vision of peace. 

e and so do the Pales¬ 

tinians. I don't think 
the Israelis have a 
vision of peace. 


unless ^tjie;; Jordanians and the^ fc&yFthe^efore they want to make 
^Palestinians; come <o agreement-* ^ure tiiarhistory does not lead to 
on what kind of resolutions they that point 


should take down the road. 

So what will happen when 
US Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher comes to the re¬ 
gion in August? What do you 
expect him to say, and what do 
you expect to say to him? 

I don’t know what he is going 
to say exactly, but I can make an 
informed guess .... I believe he is 
going to focus on two main is¬ 
sues: one is that the Israeli- 
Palestinian negotiations over the 
transitional period have now set 
the tone for the total Arab-Israeli 
negotiations, and he knows that, 
and unless he breaks that dead¬ 
lock. then it is very difficult to 
see how the whole process can 
be salvaged.... he probably wants 
to solicit Jordan's help. Second¬ 
ly, I believe he is going to focus 
on [the] Syrian-lsraeli track be¬ 
cause he thinks there is a possi¬ 
bility of success there and if you 
break the deadlock over the Syri¬ 
an-lsraeli negotiations then that 
would pave the way for progress 
on tbe Lebanese-Israeh* track. 

Have you decided when yon 
will be going to the 11th 
round? Do you have any con¬ 
ditions? 

It is too early to say. This deci¬ 
sion will have to be taken by the 
Arab foreign ministers who are 
going to meet in Beirut, and also 
it will depend on what happens 
particularly on the Israeli- 
Palestinian track. 

The most difficult issue now 
between the Israelis and the 
Palestinians is Jerusalem. 
Warren Christopher in his 
press conference tried to avoid 
the issue of American policy 
on the occupation of East Jeru¬ 
salem by Israel— 

To be honest with you I dont 
think that his position was fair. I 
don't think it was symmetrical, 
when you say that I can't make 
any comment on the current Is¬ 
raeli actions in Jerusalem and the 
claims by Israel to have annexed 
Jerusalem and expanded its terri¬ 
torial limits and to say that this is 
a very sensitive issue and it must 
be postponed for the final status 
agreement, I don’t think this is a 

fair position. We have to 

know whether the Americans en¬ 
dorse or accept Israeli annexa¬ 
tion of Jerusalem or not The of¬ 
ficial American position doesnt 
recognize that, he didn't recon- 
finn it, and I think he should 
have reconfirmed it. 

So peace is not around the 
corner? We have to waiL _ 

In absence of any other viable 
alternatives, yes we have to give 


that point 

Now the Palestinians have ac¬ 
knowledged 242 which means 
they have accepted the existence 
of Israel .... the Israelis want to 
make sure that this is not going 
to change overtime. So the Israe¬ 
lis say OK let us see Palestine as 
a part of other new political 
structure with Jordan. The ques¬ 
tion, if that leads to the restora¬ 
tion of all Arab occupied territo¬ 
ries and we end up with what 
you might call an Arab indepen¬ 
dent Palestine, then Jordan will 
be in a position to think of con¬ 
federation if the two peoples, in 
Palestine and in Jordan think that 
this is the optimal path for them 
to take. So what Jordan is saying 
is that it is not mature to talk 
about confederation before the 
land is restored, and before the 


So these latest revelations 
about possible direct PLO- 
Israeli contacts, are also part 
of the side attractions? 

No. the Palestinians attach 
high political symbolism to that, 
if you acknowledge 242, you ac¬ 
knowledge the PLO, and when 
you begin to talk to the PLO di¬ 
rectly that means you have 
talked to the legitimate and sole 
representative of the Palestinian 
people... 

As soon as we have reached 
transitional agreement between 
Israelis and Palestinians, who is 
going to sign that agreement and 
In what capacity? The curreni 
delegation ... they have the legit¬ 
imacy or the backing of the 
PLO, but without the PLO they 
don't represent legal entity that 
will be responsible for a signa¬ 
ture in the future, so the PLO 
must be the co-signer. They 
have to be involved eventually. 
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Christopher's visit to the region 

MR WARREN Christopher's visit to the area this week is already beset withdifficul- 
ties and embarrassments, as the Israelis continue to pound the living dayhght out of 
Southern Lebanon. His visit, aims to revive the stalled and stagnating 
cannot come at a more abysmal time both for the people of Lebanon and for jeace 
delegations, in particular that of the Palestinians who increasingly feel that Rabins 
Labor government is no more interested m peace .as Likud was under Shamir. 

The whole object of the exercise, and that includes the Madrid promises, is to tag 
the international community along with the m i n i m al Israeli cowwlte 
held more than ever today among the Palestinians as we have just finished^one 
futile round of the peace talks. And if this is the case, then the Secretary of State must 
oonder lone and hard about the current situation in the Middle East 
P< The issue today is not whether to attend the 11 round of the peace 
that is a foregone conclusion, but whether the peace talks will deliver °“ 
an issue. So far the Israelis have not budged one single mcfa ° n 
demands, despite Mr Rabin's earlier commitment to peace with the^PatestimaiB^ttis 
this fact that Mr Christopher that must bear in mind. It is not the p al«hm^swiio are 
against the peace talks but the Israelis; they are the real obstacles. If the Ctato^ 
mnistration isreally interested in achieving a peaceful and just solution in the area, 
then they must recognize these as fundamental truths. . . „ . 

The US must stop trying to be "objective" while at the same time 
porting Israel and must start seeing the facts as they really are. Israel,» thestrong 
henchman in the region, has time and again violated international law, whether 
against the Palestinians of the Occupied Territories or against the Lebanese. 

Its reaction to the latest Israeli aggression on Lebanon is pitiful to say the least And 
because of Americas hesitation to condemn the Israeli acts, the whde^cepro^s 
appears to be in jeopardy. The destruction of Lebanese villages and the forced expiti- 
sionof thousands ofLebanese is making a travesty not only of the peace talks, but of 

^MrQiristopher’s visit will not only focus on bridging the gap between Israeland 

the Palestinians. He will now have to renew our convictions u ^ pra jmeNk 

Much has happened since Arabs and Israelis sat down face to face in Madrid ami later 

on in Washington. But as the psychological barriers began to fall, 

rise. Our old fears of the sincerity of the Americans are now reignited if ±t ^Untied 

States does not want to lose the peace process, and one pf 

to strike peace between Arabs and Israelis, then it-mustttke cdfcageoos 

The American government must understand this and must act upon it Mr Oinsto- 
pher has already recognized the gravity of the Israeli aggression and cut short his visit 
to the ASEAN conference to consult with Washington about the latest developments 
in the Middle East. But consultations are one tiling, while actions are quite another. 
We should give Mr Christopher the benefit of the doubt and see what he has to otter 
when he comes to the area. ■ 


LETTERS 

Universities; Where are 
they heading? 

; To the editor: 

; AT a time when universities 
of different countries are free ro 
pursue academic excellence, our 
universities in Jordan are in¬ 
creasingly following a strategy 
based on commercialism. 

; This is exactly what's happen¬ 
ing in Yarmouk University 
Whose administration is now de- 
tnanding that students register 
^nd pay the semester's tuition 
fees two months in advance: the 
purpose of this uncalled for ac¬ 
tion is so that the university can 
collect as much money from 
Students, deposit them in the 
bank and gain as much interest 
as possible. 

j Besides this, students outside 
the university are no longer al¬ 
lowed to borrow books from the 
library unless they pay a deposit 
which could go up to JD 400. 
Bui let us look at the bright side 
if this; books are no longer bor¬ 
rowed and remain at bulk for us 


T O 
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all to see! 

This situation is just as bad at 
the University of Science and 
Technology also at Iibid. They 
suffer from shortages of staff 
and equipment for the courses 
to run in properly scientific ba¬ 
sis. What happened in the uni¬ 
versity’s Department of Archi¬ 
tecture this summer clearly 
illustrates the case. While 15 
students wanted to register on 
their courses, only 12 students 
managed to enroll; but the facil¬ 
ities and equipments available 
in the school could only accom¬ 
modate five students. 

With such experiences one 
wonders of the real state of uni¬ 
versity education in this coun¬ 
try. Is it going in the right direc¬ 
tion or is it indeed going 
downhill? Docs it compare to 
universities in other countries 
and is it becoming much more 
profit orientated? 

These questions were put time 
and again to university officials 
and administrators with no satis¬ 
factory answers received and 


The peace process 



Bold new alt 

Why Palestinians and the Arabs should end America's monopoly over the ta 


1- 



since today we live in an age of 
democracy, please can you pub¬ 
lish these views. 

S ameer Kanan, 
IrbuL 

Somalia and the Arabs? 

To the editor 

One cannot but agree with your 
editorial on the UN and Somalia 
(The Star, 15 July). The interna¬ 
tional organization has obvious¬ 
ly failed to present itself as a 
beacon of hope and salvation to 
the people of this ill-fated coun¬ 
try. But on the other hand, one 
also wonders why the Arab 
League and the Muslim World 
Organization haven't been play¬ 
ing a more central role. 

The UN has failed, but it only 
intervened when the Arabs and 
Muslims abandoned the Soma¬ 
lis. We blame the UN, but we 
should blame ourselves also. 

Omar Abu Sand, 
Amman 


By Osama El Sherif 

PALESTINIAN SPOKES¬ 
WOMAN Dr Hanan Ashrawi 
believes the peace process is 
deflri and is r ailing for new and 
bold alternatives to inject life 
into it v 

Although dramatic in tone, 

this does —--- 1 

not mean 
to say 
that Ar¬ 
abs and 
Israelis 
mil not 
announce 
an agree¬ 
ment 

soon. . 

This is ;. f • I | 

more 

than likely and the only thing 
that is standing in the way is 
progress cm the Palestinian- 
Israeli track. US Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher, who 
will visit the Middle East in Au¬ 
gust, will attempt to bridge the 
gap between them. That gap has 
to do with fftnlinical definitions 
and procedural items neatly 
< summarized in the US list of 
proposals — a rough draft of a 
joint Palestinian -Isiaeli declara¬ 
tion of principles. 

After 10 rounds and two years 
of negotiations, the American- 
sponsored peace process is 
slowly, but surely, moving away 
from what the Palestinians had 
first expected when they decid¬ 
ed to join. The road to Palestini¬ 
an statehood is blocked today 
because neither die Americans 
nor the Israelis would ever ac¬ 
cept it And even Israel's com¬ 
plete withdrawal from the West 
Bank and Gaza appears to be in 
doubt and fraught with Israeli 
preconditions. 

What has happened to this 
peace process that makes the 
Palestinians, and indeed the Ar¬ 
abs, waiy of its end results? 

American sponsorship of the 
peace process has turned into a 
monopoly of the worst kind. 
Russia's so called co- 
sponsorship is a farce. America's 
full paitnetship is disguising 
US bias-in favor of the kraalis^ 
After th^tSuif War and t racoP 
lapse oLtfae Soviet Umdffl/xbSr 
United States and Israel were 
left standing to call the shots. 
The peace process was bom out 
of Arab divisions, Israeli politi¬ 
cal and military supremacy and 
America's hegemony. 

The Arabs today have no stra¬ 
tegic weight and no political in¬ 
fluence to speak of, either col¬ 
lectively or individually, to 
tiictale the pace and direction of 
the peace talks. 

An historic landmark in the 
Arab-Israeti conflict occurred 
when the United States was able 
to exclude the United Nations 
and the Security Council from 
the peace process. This effec¬ 
tively meant that the peace ne- 
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gotiations were start- 
ing from "scratch", a 
precondition which 
the Israelis had at- 
ways insisted on. In 
effect, the interlocu¬ 
tors-were not nego¬ 
tiating on the basis of 

the four-decade-old 
Arab-Israeli conflict, 
but in accordance 
with the status quo. 

Not content to do _ 

away with rite UN, jjjSS 
the Europeans were 
quickly turned into 
willing accomplices. *Jkv|§ 
This was the real Eflfegfjjg 
breakthrough and the 
window of oppartum- 

ty, which the Bush _ 

administration pro- 

vided to Israel --- 

For Israel the 
peace process is not about re¬ 
storing Palestinian "legitimate 
and inalienable rights". It is not 
about securing Israeli withdraw¬ 
al from the occupied Arab lands. 
It is not about accepting the 
right of return for hundreds of 
thousands of Palestinian refu¬ 
gees, nor is it about implement¬ 
ing UN resolutions. What it is 
about is ending the state of 
Arab-Israeli war on Israel's own 
terms and conditions. The Unit¬ 
ed States is using the peace ne¬ 
gotiations to guarantee and pro¬ 
tect Israeli inter ests; not those of 
the Palestinians. 

And this is why we are now 
talking about limited autonomy 
for the Palestinians in Gaza and 
some designated areas of the 
West Bank. That’s why the issue 
of East Jerusalem is being de¬ 
ferred to future stages which 
may never come. Thar's why die 
Arabs and Israelis are engaged 
in negotiations over Israel's in¬ 
terpretation of 242 and 338. And 
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needs recognition ro ““ 
gariih state aad * natwo oMpf 
Siof 9* tajndypww,: 
and*successful countries HJ 


this is why Ptodmm 

araJ Arab Mgotitfras »«*«’- 

xnand the utmost ttomJwsA A 
Pf dyuiman state m the west 
Bank and <&» is the utajWjg. 
and most realistic fruit of A™>- 




the interim period could turn 
into a permanent settlement. 

What are the gains to the Pal¬ 
estinians? Economic benefits, . 
end of visible signs of occupa¬ 
tion, freedom of movement, re¬ 
lease of tens of thousands of 
prisoners, control over schools, 
hospitals and local administra¬ 
tion? -Palestinians are being 
promised peace but not sove¬ 
reignty. And what are their im¬ 
mediate options once agreement 
is reached? Confederation with 
Jordan. But will such a settle¬ 
ment be accepted by the majori¬ 
ty of Palestinians? And if it is 
accepted now, what about to¬ 
morrow? What about the cher¬ 
ished dream of statehood and in-' 
dependence? 

To put a stop to this obvious 
tilt towards Israel, the Arabs and 
the P alestinians must end Ameri¬ 
ca's monopoly of the peace pro¬ 
cess. But that is easier said than 
done. They could weaken Amer¬ 
ica's grip by opening direct Re¬ 


called for finding new and bold 
alternatives to the stalemated 
peace process. She quite rightly 
suggests that the final status be 
defined now along With the in¬ 
terim period negotiations, in 
what she calls parallel or dual 
negotiations. Or better, why not 
go directly into negotiations that 
will lead to a final and perma¬ 
nent solution? 

The Israelis and the Ameri¬ 
cans reject such calls because 
they fear that the logical conclu¬ 
sion of such negotiations would 
be an independent Palestinian 
entity/state. . • 

The FLO appears to be work¬ 
ing towards direct talks with Is¬ 
rael by attempting to establish 
direct contacts, but we know that 
the Labor government will not 
risk an open dialogue with the 
PLO, even if it wanted to, be¬ 
cause of internal Israeli politics. 

But direct talks may prove a 
must if they are to loosen Ameri¬ 
ca's bold on the talks. This may 


Israel stands to lose as much as the Arabs, if not 
more, if the negotiations falter and die away. A just 
and lasting peace is the only realistic deterrent to 

the rise of radicalism, fundamentalism and 

— onpoth sides ofthefenc?. V: 


that's why Warren Christopher 
refused last week to reiterate 
America's long-standing policy 
on Israel's occupation of the 
West Bank and East Jerusalem. 

The peace process is moving 
away from UN resolutions, 
while the resolutions themselves 
are being re-defined. 

So what is the utmost that the 
Palestinians can hope to get 
from this peace process? Limit¬ 
ed self rule over towns and vil¬ 
lages with controlled access to 
Jerusalem, Israeli control over 
borders, security and foreign 
policy issues, and a promise to 
discuss the final status few years 


gotiations with Israel, by insist¬ 
ing on a UN role, by calling on 
the PLO to seep in as the Pales¬ 
tinians' representative and by 
protecting the integrity of resolu¬ 
tions 242 and 338. 

There are moderate forces 
among the Palestinians who now 
favor that option fearing that 
America's involvement is work¬ 
ing against Palestinian interests 
and may jeopardize the whole 
negotiating process. But could 
the Palestinians get a better deal 
if they negotiated directly with 
the Israelis? 

Maybe this is what Dr Ash¬ 
rawi was getting at when she 


be aided by a change of attitude 
on the part of Arabs towards Is¬ 
rael and to the peace talks — 
one that is based on. the premise 
that negotiations with Israel are 
conducted from a weak bargain¬ 
ing position. That premise is jus¬ 
tified by the feet that Israel occu¬ 
pies tiie land, holds' the people 
hostage, controls superior army 
and firepower and has the Unit¬ 
ed States on its side. But Israel 
lacks legitimacy and Arab rccog- 
mtion, an element feat is viral 
for its long-term stability and 
survival. This . one. important 
card which the Arabs hold, that 
of recognition, is important. Is- 


like any other people, nave the 
rirfit to' decide their own fafugfc 
S^owittend.beca^tM 
is the only way ^ 
tained. Current fcelmgsof frus¬ 
tration and hopelessness mutt 
not be allowed to dominate ana 
Palestinians arid Arabs mutt not 
abandon the peace rata hut 
should seek new and bold alter¬ 
natives to the present impasse. -■ - 
Israel stands to lose as much 
as the Arabs, if not more, if the • 
negotiations falter and die away. 

A just arid-lasting peace is die 
only r ealistic deterrent to the osc 
of radicalism, fondaroeatalism 
and militancy — on both sides 
of the fence. : „ .. 

Israel has a better chance se¬ 
curing peace with the Arabs to¬ 
day- Than in the coming few 
years. If the Palestinians get a 

fmr deal out of d» peace negate 

ations, then they, along with Jor¬ 
danians, Lebanese and Syrians 
will guarantee this peace. • 
On the other hand, if Pales- 
riniana are forced to accept less 
than the minim um, then whoev¬ 
er agreement reached would be 
tentative because it wiU not sat¬ 
isfy the just rights of the Pales¬ 
tinians. . . * 

It is unfortunate that the Amer¬ 
icans do not see these facts for 
what they are. They have moved 
away from, the declarations and 
promises of Madrid, writing off . 
the internationally accepted UN; 
resolutions and fragmenting to.. 
cornerstones to solving to Mid¬ 
dle East conflict. The Americana 
should have long ago moved to 
restore dialogue with to PLG 
and given, to Palestinians hope 
that the only viable way for a 
just and lasting peace is through 
negotiations. But . the effect of 
th^ US-palicy b^s beeo toxadi* 
-to Palestinians- giving 
way to movements that totally, 
reject any peace wife Israel . . 

It is now obvious that to 
peace process has lost much of 
its initial verve. The negotiators 
' need to get inspired so that the 
flare of Madrid can keep burn- 
ing. But most importantly, it is 
the public, on both rides of the 
barbed wire, that need to be in¬ 
spired and indeed convinced. 
Peace musf not beviewedas an 
enemy or a menace, but as a 
genuine chance to end years of 
bloodshed, suffering and injus¬ 
tice. 

. The writer is the chief editor 
of TheStar. 


Netanyahu 

The strong man ofj 


A PLACE AMONG THE NATIONS, Is¬ 
rael and the world. By Benjamin Netan¬ 
yahu, London, Bantam, $27 

Reviewed by Richard Owen 

FOR MANY people, indudiiig many Israelis, 

Benjamin Netanyahu first came to prominence 
during the Gulf war. He was the extrovert Is¬ 
raeli spokesman, always ready with a telling 
sound-bite, who donned a gas mask during a 
live CNN interview as the air-raid sirens walled 
outside. 

The gesture was typical of "Bibi," as he is 
popularly known. Some Israelis, and many for¬ 
eigners, toiled to take Netanyahu seriously be¬ 
cause of his showmanship, Ms Am erica n accent 
and manner (he was educated at MIT), and his 
womanizing (and willingness to fflscuss it m 
public). But his detractors underestimated tom. 

He succeeded Yitzhak Shamir as leader of Li¬ 
kud, Israel's right-wing party, and is poised to 
prime minister if Yitzhak Rabin, the 
Labour leader and present premier, toils to de¬ 
liver peace. 

Larger * hflW life? combatively right-wing, Ne¬ 
tanyahu is a man with a mission: to convince 
the world that, because of its minuscule size 
compared to tile Arab world, Israel c a nn ot af¬ 
ford to mygrie to mistaken Western pressure for 
Israeli concessions in the search for a Middle 
East peace. Shortly before the gas-mask Inci¬ 
dent, I was subjected to what, I team from this 
book, is a favourite Netanyahu pky. He sun- 

moned nra tohis d^pubrtordgn JrSS Netanyahu: the man with amission 

in Jerusalem and showed me a relief map of the 
Holy Land. He then covered tiny Israel on the 
map with his thumb and “walked" across the 21 Entebbe in 197$ and it rests on two propositions; 

Arab countries with his hands open, to demonstrate that Israel is not tireonly or even the main cause of 

Israel's need to hold on to the west Bank tor securi- Middle East tensions: and that stability in the re¬ 
ly reasons. The PLO, he stud, supported Saddam gfons b enhanced if Israel is strong rather than 

Hussein and woulduse its proximity to Israel to try weak. •• , . i , 

to destroy the Jewish state. Netanyahu thinks tire gullible West has been, de- 

Hra views have not changed. This is his first folly- crived into supposing that Palestine, rather than 

fledged testimony, (he has edited the letters of his Saddam-styte despotism or inter-Arab conflict, is 

brother Jonathan, a commando officer who died al the central problem. He argues that through "false 


reductionism," the West has- bear misled by skillful 
Arab propaganda — Israeli influence, presumably, 
being less skillfully. exercised! — into' thinking that -’ 
Israel is tire villain* while the PLO is. a united band.' 
of romantic revolutionaries with a just cause. 

In fact, as tor as Iknow, no Western poficy-maker 
or objective -sjpeefiatist thinks anything of the kind. 
Nonetheless, Netanyahu is out to try to persuade - 
wrong-beaded Westerners that a Palestinian state to •; 
the West Bank would be a disaster. The West must 
grasp tiut 4r ih eastern and western Palestine there 
are only two peoples, the Arabs and.tfae Jews. Just? 
as dearly, there are only two. states in that area, 
Jordan mid IsraeL" There is no case he says, Sir a; 
22nd Arab state in the West Bank and Gaza. : 

. In a final and power-fed- chapter^ entitled "The 
Question oT Jewish Power," Netanyahu argues flat' 

- a strong Israel means stability pea©e: a weak ls- 

. red the opposite. "Iftherehad been an Israel earti- 
er tn this century, there surely would have been no,;. 
Holocaust. The Jews are no longer hapless." 
ever, he assumes that a strong Israel Is one whkh in-r 
, dudes the territories occupiedin 1967. He dismissed , 
the messuunsm of the Jewish settiera and the uHri- 
1 rtBgioM right, but reserves most of his contempt^ 
[for the "leftist" view that tire occupation was^ibe , 
beg inn i ng ; of all edL that Israel became as magL 
and self-satisfied, Insensitive and tu frumaqi, repress-^ 

: iing^ the Pale stinian Arabs and tornfidilag the Xa-adL: 
sool in the . process. The ‘essential tberis of thfe vfc*V. 
is: give up the territories and be saved." 

Many thoughtful Israelis do believe this, or some-- 


*stine: they believe that the desfoe of an Awbfej'&v^ 
bins or Jenin to live in his owu state is a-gemune;- - 
one: and they think, as many in {he West dw.thafca^^“ 
though Arab despotism is indeed a thrrat to-pfWC^:- ^ 

_l j ^en- _a ' .. • ... «.* » 


.tine is resolved, the Jewtah-Arab couflictls stffitire 
heart of the matter. ? 

Israel is a nation divided. For every Israeli wh* 

n«vuAM muddle • * «L .‘i-jv j ■■ ■ w - a ■ .r«I jc r~ 


with Rai^tiiataBw pftrtot^^^can betraded 
ror a secure existen c e. ■ '■ • - 
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Jordan is overbanked, 
overbranched, economist says 


Mr Riad al Khoury is a 
Jordanian econo mis t asso¬ 
ciate publisher and editorial 
director of Economic 
Perspective bi-weekly 
newsletter. He presented his 
views on the Jordanian 
banking sector in the fol¬ 
lowing interview: 

How would yon characterize 
the general state of the bank¬ 
ing sector in Jordan? What 
are today's problems and 
drawbacks in this service in¬ 
dustry? 

On the whole the current state is 
satisfactory. First of all, the 
Central Bank of Jordan has been 
doing a very good job in ensur¬ 
ing monetary stability and bank 
regulation. Secondly, the com¬ 
mercial banking sector has man¬ 
aged to absorb a lot of the funds 
that came in over the last two . 
years and deploy them without 
too much effect on the profita¬ 
bility of the banks. Thirdly, the 
noncommercial sector of the 
banking industry is growing. 

We are seeing more specialized 
services and institutions coming 
out, such as the return of foreign 
exchange dealers; this is an im¬ 
portant step that Jordan had 
back in 1980s. It is a good sup¬ 
port for the banking sector as a 
whole. 

I think Jordan is ovetbanked 
and overbranched. I t hink that 
we can probably do about 10 
big banks. But we are supposed 
to be in a free economy. The 
Government cannot force banks 
to merge or cut down on banks. 
We should aim at creating a 
smaUer number ofclai^efc banks. 1 ; 1 
We have ft-tteraedfc^raril b er^" 
of bntflcbes and rth&k'that we■ • 
can cut down blanches and still 
have efficient service in the 
banking sector. Hie banking 
sector on the whole is as ineffi¬ 


cient as other service sectors in 
the economy in the sense of the 
personnel Jordan is not a place 
where we have a highly stalled 
staff in the service sectors. Un¬ 
fortunately, without a lot more 
naming and management devel¬ 
opment, this will r emain the 
case for some time. In other 
words the banks will continue to 
expand and they will continue 
to hire people who are not at the 
highest leveL 

What do you think of tbe Cen¬ 
tral Bank's recent rrifings on 
banks credit facilities? 
Regarding credit controls, well, 
in an ideal economy, the fewer 


'Some of the banks have 
very high liquidity ratios 
and the whole attitude of 
the bank is not to inno¬ 
vate and move forward 
but to conserve and con¬ 
solidate its position.’ 

of these controls that exist the ‘ 
better. Unfortunately, Jordan is 
not in an ideal situation, and 
therefore CBJ will have to re¬ 
sort from time to time to credit 
controls. Particularly since we 
are dealing with the IMF. We 
should never forget that the IMF 
has an important role to play in 
what happens economically in 
Jordan these days. After the re¬ 
turnees repatriated a lot of the 


economy. These measures 
should be considered temporary 
ones only. 

What is tbe future of the 
banking sector in Jordan? 
Over the near future, that is over 
the next year or two, we will 
continue expanding, offering 
new services and opening up 
new branches. Unfortunately, a 
lot of these new changes will 
nor be as efficient as they 
should be. Jordan has a good 
banking sector, but we need 
more advancements in services 
and management skills in order 
for Jordan to move from being a 
developing country to really be¬ 
ing something at a higher leveL 
By regional standards Jordan 
has a very good banking sector, 
but by international levels Jor¬ 
dan cannot compete. 

But if peace becomes reality, 
the banks will have to get there 
act together because foreign 
banks will re-enter Jordan and 
competition mil be fierce. So 
the local banks should do their 
best to upgrade their manage¬ 
ment .skills, their training levels 
ami their whole package of ser¬ 
vices. Banks should take train¬ 
ing personnel real seriously and 
each hank should have it Be¬ 
cause of uncertainty in Jordan, 
the banks tend to play a very 
conservative role. Some of the 
banks have very high liquidity 
ratios and the whole attitude of 
the bank is not to innovate and 
move forward but to conserve 
and consolidate its position. 

This works against innovation. 

If the peace process comes to a 
successful conclusion, all that 




Credit restrictions will limit bank 
facilities in the future, Al Qadi 

We should follow the expansion of Jordanian industries and trade 
abroad, but we need to move cautiously' 


money, it was considered desk- If the peace process comes to a 

able to impose some land of successful conclusion, all that 

credit control especially the re- will have to change, the banks 
cent measures takereby^aLnSs t\\ rtfll.nprljava^n&£uscyoft4> 
ganfing the Amman Financial dormant, tio be over conserva- 
MarkeL On the whole, these are five and to be over liquid. They 


excellent steps, yet we should 
remember that our goal is not to 
have an endlessly regulated 
economy but to have a free 


will have play the role western 
banks play and that is to be a 
catalyst for economic change. 


Interview with the Deputy 
General Director of the 
Arab Jordan Investment 
Bank (AJIB), Mr Hani Al 
Qadi. 

What are your projections for 
the remainder of 1993 and the 
beginning of 1994? What in 
your opinion should influence 
the performance of economy? 
The year 1993 seems to be a 
good year... the momentum of 
economic expansion is continu¬ 
ing and I believe it would con¬ 
tinue well into 1994. The 
growth rate will be less than last 
year's however ~ perhaps 6 to 7 
percent of real GDP-— so far 
there are no signs of economic 
slow down, the mam economic 
indicators are still positive. 

Last year the construction sector 
led the economic boom, this 
year sections of it continued ex¬ 
panding jand some industries in 
tbe manufacturing sector - 
showed some expansion, espe¬ 
cially the pharmaceutical sector. 
Hie construction sector slowed 
down partially, though some 
sections of it are still realizing a 
strong demand; like the demand 
for commercial real estate. I be¬ 
lieve that demand for residential 
apartments will pick up again. 

In your opinion, what role did 
tbe h ankin g sector play in eco¬ 
nomic growth? 

The banking sector is the loco¬ 
motive of any economic activity 
when it financed many of die 
expansion ttxuatics in construc- 
dOT^XpOrtS antnndnstiy. 

Banks lubricate the functions - 
played by tbe sectors in the 
economy. We have put a lot of 
effort into financing exports. We 
think that this has been very 




ARAB BANK 

A Clear Vision 
in Banking 
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With 63 years of growth, we are among the largest international 

financial institutions in the world. , ' ' 

With branches and affiliated offices all over the world, we have 

created a complete range of services. - 

Our presence spans five continents. A look at our 1992 figures 
shows 17-9 billion U.S. dollars in assets, 933 million U.S. dollars 

in equity and over 13 billion dollars in deposits. 


Call us at any of our following major centres: 

„ 265 7111. London (71) 315 8500, New York .(212) 715 9700 

?on 43 59 34 34, Singapore (65) 533 0055, Bahrain (973) 25 63 98 
Paris (01)« Sydney (02) 232 4133 


There are limited invest¬ 
ment opportunities that 
exist in Jordan. There are 
opportunities in areas as 
in the pharmaceutical 
sector which is becoming 
a major force in Jordani¬ 
an exports. This industry 
is creating other opportu¬ 
nities like packaging. The 
increase in credit is driv¬ 
en by the potential of an 
opportunity.' 

beneficial to the economy and 
we should continue to play tins 
role in the future. But there are 
certain credit restrictions applied 
fay tiie Central Bank that are be¬ 
coming stricter after the market 
realized huge increases in de¬ 
mand for credit in the last six 
months. Because of these re¬ 
strictions we think AJIB, along 
with other hanks, noil find it dif¬ 
ficult to continue offering credit 
because of credit restrictions 
which are imposed mi Jordan by 
the IMF and the Wodd Bank. 
Going forward we will have to 
abide fay those economic guide¬ 
lines. 

Bnt why would the IMF Emit 
econom yl^ ^w^ 

grow*p ■ JjL v 

Well, it Is not that the IMF tries 
to limit growth, but rather it is 


trying to limit the overbearing of 
the economy. If credit extension 
continues at the same pace as 
that of last year or two, then we 
face difficulties in terms of infla¬ 
tion. If there is easy credit, it 
might help now, but it hurts the 
economy in the future because it 
will increase inflation. They are 
trying to restrain credit growth 
so as not to let the economy 
overheat. 

Are you having any problems 
collecting payments on 1980s 
loons? 

No, not at all. The cash flow of 
most companies has been strong 
because of strong economic ex¬ 
ports and activities. 

Would you have new plans for 
expanding outside Jordan and 
Cyprus, where you have an 
offthore unit? 

We've had the offshore unit for 
the past six years and it is serv¬ 
ing us well internationally. In 
terms of further expansion out¬ 
side Jordan, it has to be in line 
with Central Bank policies. We 
would have to evaluate tbe stra¬ 
tegic value to be gained from ex¬ 
pansion internationally. We 
should follow the expansion of 
Jordanian industries and trade 
abroad, but we need to move 
cautiously because it is a very 
competitive environment over¬ 
seas and if you do not have a 
certain plan you cannot succeed. 
Whenever we see a potential 
*ayjhat 5 giakes l grattgic scnsp 5:i3 
\ J^cht ujT we-yif^ilapiove that * 
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The Banking Scene 

O 

News courtesy of Economic 
Perspectives data bank 


Bank salaries 

• The Union of Banks' Employees has been especially ac¬ 
tive this year. Delegations from the Union are approaching 
almost all banks' holding long fists of demands. 

It is becoming a routine thing for the demands to be tough 
and high-hoping and then a half-way-settlement would be 
reached after some meetings. 

The approach to the Arab Bank was successful in getting 
them to increase salaries by around 20%, among other 
things like improving health insurance. 

Other delegations from the Union are currently undertak¬ 
ing discussions and meetings. 

Banks, in general, and especially for junior employees are 
not very generous. Banks, as financial institutions, are the 
most aware about the effects of the devaluation, inflation 
and, in general, the continuously increasing living costs, 
and therefore, are expected to give oat generous salaries; 
however, they are private sector companies and therefore, 
their prime objective is obviously to make as much profit 
as posable. 

Current negotiations between banks and Union delega¬ 
tions appear to be heading towards deadlock; but it's only 
the game of negotiating — the end result seems very dear 
to ns, it will be half way between both offers, the individu¬ 
al bank's and the Union's. 

Anyway, in the next couple of months, you will be hearing 
about the rest of the banks increasing their salaries, and 
most probably by about 20%. 

Mutual Funds Memo 

• The Central Bank of Jordan has issued a new memo to 
do with a new service for Jordan: mutual funds to be 
launched by some local banks. 

The CBJ memo basically wants banks to make their cli¬ 
ents fully understand the risk involved in the mutual funds 
business. Tbe banks are required to take a margin of 30% 
of the position that the client takes. A very clear agree¬ 
ment between the banks and their clients should be made 
ami signed indicating the different risks involved together 
with the different responsibilities of each party. 

The memo also encourages local banks to use the London 
based Jordan International Bank. 

Currencies to be used in mutual funds are restricted to the 
ones listed in the CBJ daily exchange prices in addition to 
the Canadian and Australian dollars (as well as gold and 
sflver). 

However, residents will not use the service on margin but 
on the baas of account to account; furthermore, residents 
will not have the choice of using futures or options. 

The CBJ also advises banks to have a well experienced, 
well qualified staff with mutual funds and international 
markets experience, to advise their clients to avoid taking 
positions in conditions of uncertainty, avoiding too many 
daily operations so as to take more commissions, and to 
improve and develop their back offices among other 
things. 

Jordan National Bank 

'0 Under its four-month old new management, JNB is on 

Continued on next page 
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'We will still have to overcome ... Government 
restrictions and bureaucracy ', Belbeisi 

'Israel is much more prepared than any Arab country for taking a leading role in a post-peace economy 


Credit restrictions will limit bank 
facilities in the future, Al Qadi 

Continued from page 5 


Jo rdanian banks seem to play 
it safe when it comes to invest¬ 
ments. What is your bank's 
policy on investment credit? 

We play it safe, but we also ex¬ 
amine each venture indepen¬ 
dently. We do not hesitate when 
a project makes sense bom an 
economic point of view... the 
bonower has a strong cash flow, 
a strong market position, etc... 
There are limited investment op¬ 
portunities that exist in Jordan. 
■There are opportunities in areas 
as in the pharmaceutical sector 
which is becoming a major force 
in Jordanian exports. This indus¬ 
try is creating other opportuni¬ 
ties like packaging. The increase 
in credit is driven by the poten¬ 
tial of an opportunity. 

Ranine are motivated by their 
: status in Amman's Financial 
: Market and that can cause 
1 short sightedness and lead to 
: short term plans only. Do you 
: agree and what is yonr own 
I assessment of the situation? 

' Most banks are concerned about 
'.their shareholders and satisfying 
'them. Sometimes investors view 
. the dividends potential as the 
' single most important parameter 
.in measuring a bank's perfor- 

■ mance. Therefore, it [dividends] 

■ makes some short term prob¬ 
lems to certain banks because 
some banks may not be in a fi¬ 
nancial position to pay out divi¬ 
dends and yet they feel obliged 
because of pressures from inves¬ 
tors and shareholders and that 
causes them long term prob¬ 
lems. The rest of the banks will 
have a tendency to increase 
there payout ratio as long as. 
their financial positions are gen¬ 
erally sound. But you have to 
balance what is right for the 
bank and the shareholders. In 
case of our bank, we have con¬ 
sistently paid dividends since 


the first year of our existence 
and that ratio has been going up 
steadily. If business continues to 
develop at this rate, I will be 
tempted to increase our dividend 
amount every year because it is 
a sign of confidence and sign of 
strength. In doing so [paying 
dividends] I'm still building up 
the capital base of the bank and 
building up its reserves — I'm 
balancing out the two [share¬ 
holder and long term bank strat¬ 
egy interests]. In our case AJIB 
is in a very strong financial posi¬ 
tion, so we are handling it well 
and I believe that the whole 
hanking sector has seen a better 
year this year compared to last 
year. A combination of factors 
has contributed to a strong credit 
and services demand, for Let¬ 
ters of Credit, for trade financ¬ 
ing, etc. ■ 


Mr Issa Kfaoury is assistant 
general manager at the 
Business Bank, one of the 
new, but active, banks on 
the Jordanian scene. The 
Business Bank has raised its 
base capital to JD 5 million 
and became a commercial 
bank. 

What do you think of the Cen¬ 
tral Bank's (CBJ) policy re- 
gqtiling recent limits on credit 
facilities? How would this 
move affect the way you do 
banking? 

Limiting and monitoring credit 
facilities every once a while is a 
sound Central Bank policy. 

High liquidity in the local mar¬ 
ket should not be offered by Jor¬ 
danian banks as credit to its cus¬ 
tomers. The related ratios posted 
by the CBJ are not for me to as¬ 
sess. CBJ's comprehension of 
the macro aspect of the econo- 


Mr Fakhri Belbeisi, gener¬ 
al manager of Philadelphia 
Investment Bank, which 
came about after the merger 
of Darco for Investment and 
Housing and Jordan Fi¬ 
nance House, has had 40 
years experience in Jordani¬ 
an banking. He started at 
the Ottoman Bank (Grind-, 
lays afterwards) and held 
various senior positions in 
the years that followed at 
the Arab Bank, Cairo Am¬ 
man, and BCCL 

Would you say your merger 
has come at a time when the 
banking sector was realizing 
expansion? 

The reason for our merger is ob¬ 
viously to strengthen our com¬ 
petitive position in the market 
by establishing a stronger capi¬ 
tal base. Though the common 
belief around is that the banking 
sector has swelled, the sector 
has actually expanded marginal¬ 
ly. There has been consolidation 
and mergers that have offset 
overbanking. 

What would your bank offer 
the Jordanian market after its 
merger? 

Our merger has brought in the 


experience of the two banks, 
which are in real estate and in¬ 
vestment banking. We mil con¬ 
tinue to offer the market our ser¬ 
vices, which include a brokerage 
office at the Amman Financial 
Market and a currency exchange 
shop. We have plans to expand 
into six branches within the next 
three years. But our main objec- 

Investments should be al¬ 
lowed to pour into devel¬ 
oping the infrastructure 
cf Jordan, which is the 
most important thing that 
allows all services and 
all other sectors to 
develop. 

live is offer quality service at a 
very competitive price. 

Philadelphia is basically an in¬ 
vestment hank- WtUkt Is the 
role of an investment ba nk i ng 
in Jordan? 

Investment banking should play 
a very constructive role in the 
economy. I believe that the Gov¬ 
ernment should try to allow it to 
develop into a leading sector 
that helps by guiding, steering 
and complementing the expan¬ 


sion of the economy. The Leba¬ 
nese experience before the civil 
war has definitely proved die 
central role that banks plays in 
bridging prosperity. Investments 
should be allowed to pour into 
developing the infrastructure of 
Jordan, which is the most impor¬ 
tant thing th«t allows all services 
and all other sectors to develop. 
Foreign investment focuses on 
these aspects more chan any¬ 
thing else when assessing a 
country. 

Where has the banking indus¬ 
try arrived in Jordan today? 
Jordan's banking industry has re¬ 
corded a big leap in services. 

The introduction of computer 
technology and the develop¬ 
ments in infrastructure have 
changed the base on which 
banking as a service industry 
stands today. The increase in the 
number of our trained labor 
force has also brought in sub¬ 
stantial positive change to the 
hankin g scene. We will stiD 
have to overcome some of the 
Government restrictions and bu¬ 
reaucracy that restrain our socie¬ 
ty to reach full efficiency in the 
h anking sector. Recently, some 
foreign investors that I have 
dealt with did not find it very at¬ 
tractive to invest in Jordan after 
going through the maze of deal¬ 
ing with Government bureaucrat 


'High liquidity should not be 
offered by banks as credit' 


my is much more elaborate than 
ours and they, I trust, would 
take a balanced decision. The 
profile of clients seeking credit 
lines from our bank determines 
credit risk factors. 

For example, some 
loans are guaran- 'Loans are 

teed by Govern- would run 

ment who is the 
guarantor of our 
client. The Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) is one example 
of a GovernmenLcltept, the. ; , 
credit we extend to them is a 
long term syndicated loan and 
absolutely risk-free. Other cli¬ 
ents are medium term and those 
have a very strong financial po¬ 
sition. 


One thing Td like to point out is 
the overdraft account, which al¬ 
lows clients to draw funds over 
their ceiling. A service that I 
don't favor. It encourages acus- 


much safer to a bank because you 
a background check on the customer.' 


tomer to misuse his credit in sit¬ 
uations other than what the over- 
‘driftwasmtant for whik5hfe>T 
[the client] doesn't have a specif¬ 
ic date for settling the account 
with the bank and if both the 
bank and client where satisfied 
the client goes on borrowing. 
CBJ has recently limited a 


bank's overdraft accounts to 
only 20 percent of a bank's di¬ 
rect facilities. Loans are much 
safer to a bank because you 
. would run a background check 
on the customer. You know 

what he is using die 
jou loan for and whether 

> his financial capaci¬ 
ty or cash flow al¬ 
lows him to pay on 
time or not, . 
sfb sL-biis aeabi 


on file balance sheet of the 
bank? 

Overdraft is an asset In my bud¬ 
get it is listed under the current 
assets item of the balance sheet 
Other similar items are over- 


cy. Cta many oarasionsourcus- 
romers complain that somejwod- . 
nets are cleared as untnxable by. : 
one Government agency and 
condemned as taxable by the of¬ 
ficials in the Customs Dept . •* 

They said dial their books (fid ' 
norshow that the products were 
untaxable. We need to change 
these ailments in our systembe- • 
fore it becomes txx> late. We are 
migging on good opportunities to 
sow the seeds dial will carry us . 
further into a continued growth. 

We need to simplify dungs. In¬ 
come tax is another very com¬ 
plex system for companies to 
deal with and it doesn't need to 
be this way. 

The peace process is knocking 

on the doors of afl countries in 
the region. Hiow would you 

perceive the sector under 

peace? _ 

Israel is much more prepared 
than any Arab country fear, raking 
a leading role in a post-peace 
economy. They have more finan¬ 
cial and other resources and they 
have a much more developed. 
manageri al sophisticationavaila¬ 
ble for use. We don't Our 
strength will only come through 
the consolidation of regional 
economies. We will lose big if 
we go through the peace process 
without some sort of-unity, ^some 
sort of economic unity at least. 

drafts under Letters of Credit 
where HI pay the amount and 
youoweme. 

In wlmt areas are you active in . 
the credit business? ■ - 
We are active in participating in . 
syndicated loans with special- - 
ized banks. The Industrial Do* • 
velopment Bank is one, the . 
Housing Bank, the Arab Bank 
are among those banks that we 
deal with. Tlwugji we area - 
smaller bank, we have good ac¬ 
tivity with them. We participate 
according to our capacity, we'd 
ask for more paitidpati.on.and 
we may get less: 

T^seq^pCabapk's oper- \ 

The bulk of profit is mainly pro¬ 
duced through commercial trans¬ 
actions, like dealing in currency 
exchanges, LCs, commissions 
and others. ■ 


Contmeed frompage 5 
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No More REFCO 

• The Middle East Im 
REFCO) has started© 
of the former REFCO. 



IS branch*# 


is esqpeded soon to diversify operarams. 

New Banks “"-S 

• ODi„» 

names, we are offering a bnei 

newest in is the result of ■ merger- 1 * 

3?The Middle East Investment Rank: previously 

see above for farther information. . . 

Bank of Jordan 

• The Bank of Jordan, on more ttan ow " v - 

stressed that it is going to openta " 

Bank very soon. How true b this? AMhough '• *■•"• 

JaMiohSe actually obtained thelofficM 


remain «®*rtaia My 

definite due to the prerail 

do not anticipate an entry to the West Bank maritet by OW - 
Bank of Jordan very soon— "77 

Arab Bank to Issue National Express . 

•The Arab Bank has recently signedun agreement - 
whereby the AB would issue National Express credit 
cards. With that, the AB now issues National Express and ; .. 
VISA credit cards. 

CBJ Acting as a Godfather^ but 

that these kinds of facilities must be in conformity with the . 

following: • ^ --7 

IT the coBateral is mortgaged stocks, then the amount or . 

Continued on next page 
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Your trust 

is our incentive for serving you everywhere 



Arab Jordan Iviye^ment 

Opens its new branch office on 1 August 1993 at 


The Housing Bank Commercial Complex 

Amman —12th Fioor 


AFM’s Leading Stock Broker 
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We need less 
Government 
involvement, Azer 


Jordan Investment Corp: 
Banking on the peace process 

"Our job is to take the lead and to instill confidence in industry...." 



Interview with Mr Wasif 
Azer, general manager of 
the Business Bank* Mr Azer 
was general director of the 
Jordan Phosphates Mines 
Co. (JFMC) for many years. 

What is the most obvious 
drawback for an investor in 
your opinion? 

Red tape and bureaucracy are 
bad enough, but lann^ss and in¬ 
difference towards the needs of 
the private sector are major sick¬ 
nesses in the system. They don't 
have the steam needed to crack 
the engines of civil services fost¬ 
er. The public sector does nor 
comprehend die dangers affect¬ 
ing the general services that are 
offered by the latter to the pri¬ 
vate sector. The 

Public sector does 'What woi 
not seem to under- 
stand the factor of change, t) 
tiny* as an essen- had wntti 
rial element in a administr 
buaxKssman's t revolutior 

SSfciESS break dev 
to take away the successioi 
public sector's 
power over some 
vital activities in the economy. 
We need less Government in- . 
volvemeut. An example would 
be the case of registering a pab- 
lic shareholding company. We 
need, as in the US, to oust the 
work of lawyers to do the paper 
work for regi^enng .com; 


’What would effect 
change, the author 
had written, is an 
administrative 
revolution that would 
break developmental 
successions’ 


my is going through. We say 
that we are a free economy, but 
we're not a free economy. The 
influence of Government is as 
much here as it is in any other 
country. Every step is shackled 
by Government bureaucracy, 
you need their approval for any 
step that needs to done. Your 
business is subject to the mercy 
of the Gov ernme nt official who 
has all the time and he know 
you don't But is It the official’s 
fault? I worked in Government 
for a long time and I've always 
done what I perceived to be in 
the interest of the people. Gov¬ 
ernment needs to give a breath¬ 
ing space to die private sector, 
to allow them to have more 
space to take their own deci¬ 
sions on what 

, — would ultimately 

d effect affect their liveli- 

author hood. Legislation 

, is an goes through <fif- 

'j ve ficult labor be- 

- ' fbreitis intro- 

hat would duced. Rectifying 

bpmental existing legisla- 

•* . don is a very 

long and com¬ 
plex procedure. 
We need a drastic 
change. An Egyptian author raid 
some 20 years ago that adminis¬ 
trative reform is a vain policy. 
What would effect change, the 
author trad written, is an admin¬ 
istrative revolution that would 
break developmental sncces- 


to bring two witnesses, among Gove rn ment snouut gram, 

other ar chai c procedures. . cials leeway to take some genn- 

We have serious contradictions ine decisions on their own in or- 
between reform and the direc- der to uproot the inherent fear of 

tion that we perceive the econo- independent decision making. ■ 


THE JORDAN Retirement Fund 
used to be a wholly owned Gov¬ 
ernment agency. Established in 
2976 to invest funds drawn 
from Central Bank profits and 
employees contributions, the 
food became known as the Jor¬ 
dan Investment Corp.(JIC) in 
1988. A law was enacted to that 
effect, the JIC becoming under a 
different manageme nt tea pi. The 
new agency acquired the old 
fund's investments portfolio and 
inherited more than JD55 mil¬ 
lion worth of investments. 

Under a joint ownership be¬ 
tween Government and the pri¬ 
vate sector the JIC today, man¬ 
ages an impressive portfolio of 
over JD60 million (share prices 
calculated at book value not 
market value — real value was 
estimated at about double this 
amount); it has plans to man¬ 
age more projects. 

Mr Mohammad Batameh, act¬ 
ing director general, told The 
Star that if the peace process 
succeeds, it would bang greater 
strategic role to the corporation 
and becoming more vigorous. 
The corporation, chaired by the 
Finance Minister, is die Jordan 
Government's unit for domestic 
investments. "Oar job is to sur¬ 
vey the possibilities available 
for investments, untapped re¬ 
sources and assess the economic 
potential in line with the invest¬ 
ment guidelines put forth by the 
Government,* says Mr Bataineh. 
The director adds that the corpo¬ 
ration has within its short life¬ 
time expanded Investments in 
all economic sectors. 

The corporation coordinates 
its activities with the newly ex¬ 
panded Investment Encourage¬ 
ment Dept, which operates un¬ 
der the Ministry of Trade and 
Industry. The ministry depart¬ 
ment, surveys the market for 
available niches and investment 
opportunities and then transmits 
these findings to JIC. "The mm- 


porturiittes and vrei. through our 
inhouse investment research 
. center develop the idea into a 
workable project and then we'd 
invite interested parties. They in 


turn would either buy into it or 
acquire it all,” says Mr Batai- 
neh. 

JIC and the private sector 
have no conflict at an, "...on the 
contrary, oar shares are on the 
Amman Financial Market for 
anyone," says Mr Bataineh. Pri¬ 
vate investors in Jordan shy 
away from lug projects, accord¬ 
ing to the director. "But that is 
natural, the private investor is 
less willing to enter risky areas 
in the market especially when 
spending big money," Mr Batai¬ 
neh says. "Our job is to take the 
lead and to instill confidence in 
industry. We have deeper pock¬ 
ets and are less prone to finan¬ 
cial setbacks. In short we can 
handle risk better," says Mr Ba- 
tianeh. Should the JICs projects 
strike success, investors are 
more than welcome to jump on 
board, "...the Financial Market 
is full of examples of successful 
ventures that were started by the 
corporation at one time or an¬ 
other." 

New projects can now be fi¬ 
nanced through the pool of. 
funds coming from selling JIC 
shares in previous investments. 
"We even buyback shares in 
projects that may have gone 
sour and we try to reinvigorate 
them again. Naturally, not all 
projects are successful, the Jor¬ 
dan l ime and Silicate Brick 
Co., was not, the Jordan Glass 
Industries are having adminis¬ 
trative and operational prob¬ 
lems. our wood factory in Aqa¬ 
ba has not been very successful 
either," rays die director. He 
added that the corporation usu¬ 
ally buys bade a controlling 
share in the ailing companies. 

Future investments may go 
into mineral processing ventures 
and tourism; "soda ash is availa¬ 
ble in Jordan yet we import it 
and that makes the idea attrac¬ 
tive because we’d reduce for¬ 
eign currency spending. Other 
attractive ideas include the ol-. 


larger j'Wlobkat ’ 

Israeli industries in that area, 
you'll know how mud) we're 
missing. We have been tailring 
to tire Americans about salt pro¬ 



cessing because they have been 
active in this area," says the di¬ 
rector. Though going through 
joint ventures is always possible, 
JIC would exhanst all possible 
domestic potential before jump¬ 
ing into a foreign wagon, he 
said. 

But how conducive is Jordan's 
investment sphere? 

According to Mr Bataineh the 
general state of investment in 
any country is a direct product 
of the Jaws and infrastructure 


that govern it. "Jordanian invest¬ 
ment laws should be working for 
foreign investors but some of 
them are outdated, limiting in¬ 
vestment opportunities; they are 
clearly are in need of amend¬ 
ments. However, Government 
has been developing areas to 
promote an infrastructure that is 
supports investment Expanding 
Jordanian free zones subject to 
offshore laws and upgrading in¬ 
dustrial cities are one of the ma¬ 
jor positive changes in this 
field." ■ 


The Jordan Investment Corp. 

(1993 figures) 


Companies that have the JIC as 
ownership that is about 50 percent. 

investor with 

Company 

Ownership 

Commerrial Real Estate Company 

91.8% 

Jordan Hotels & Tourism 

87.6% 

| Jordan Co. for T.V, Radio & Cinema Produc- 1 

tion 

78.6% 

Jordan Tourism & Spa Complex 

713% 

The Industrial Commercial & 

Agricultural 

(ICA) 

82.5% 

The Jordan Industrial Cities Corp 

67.5% 

Jordan Glass Industries 

56J.% 

The Arab Potash 

56.6% 

■ The Jordan Phosphate Mines Co. 

41.4% 


■ With a paid trp capital ofJDIO million, the Arab Banking 
Corporation Bank/Jordan's balance sheet has grown as follows 
(in milli ons of Jordanian Dinars): 


1990 

1991 

1992 

Total Assets 51 

78 

1 23 

Operating Profit 0.16 

L04 

1319 

Client Deposits 143 

33.6 

92.7 

Direct Credit Facilities 



. ... 

31.4 

47.0 


Totakassets as of the«adiMFjK2 grew byS7^^i»Ver the 91 fi£-; 
nre. 

The bank also mentioned in their 1992 annual report that 
they've recently established a new department specialized In the 
mutual foods service that the Central Bank of Jordan recently 
allowed local banks to offer to non-residents. 


The Banking; Scene 

O 

News courtesy of Economic 
Perspectives data bank 


Continued from page 6 

the credit facility must not exceed 50% of the market val¬ 
ue at any time of the stocks (the previous figure was 75%); 
IT the case is cash collateral then the amount oT the credit 
facility most not exceed twice the amount of the cash col¬ 
late raL 

This move aims to reduce the risk involved and to de¬ 
crease the amounts borrowed from banks and used in in¬ 
vesting in the Amman Financial Market. Nevertheless, 
Jordanian bankers are highly aware of the risk in extend¬ 
ing credit facilities to investors in stocks and so, in general, 
banks are not really affected by the new arrangements. 

Competitors for Jordan's banks 

• An Egyptian bank will reopen in the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank for the first time since the 1967 war, the Israeli 
Central Bank has announced. A draft, agreement to this ef¬ 
fect was signed in Cairo between the governors of the cen¬ 
tral h anks of Egypt and IsraeL The Arab Land Bank will 
reopen its branches in Nablus and Bethlehem. It had 
branches in the West Bank until the Israeli occupation in 
1967. 

Union Bank News 

9 One of the fastest growing among the second generation 
of Jordanian fi nancial institutions. Union Bank's (UB) 
performance in 1992 was very solid. The next dividend 
should be considerably higher than 1991 's 9%, probably 
by one-third. And plans for UB brandies abroad are also 
under serious study. 

1992 and our banks 

9 With all the annual reports now coming out, a look at 
our banking sector's performance in 92 is in order. The 
past year for banks was characterized by automation 
plans, revitalizing, innovating and opening new branches. 
Since most of these plans are of a medium term type, 1993 
will look pretty much the same. Banks which are still not 
catching up with the trend will, in our opinion, be losing 
market share fast. 

One of the leading banks that underwent a considerable 
change to revitalize, innovate and automate and reached a 
pretty high standard was Cairo Amman Bank. Other 
banks have just recently got in touch with the trend such 
as Jordan National B ank. The Housing Bank is also cur¬ 
rently undergoing an automation {dan. 

Amman Financial Market ranks high 

• Jordan ranked number nine among the world's best- 
performing stock markets in 1992 in a comparison of 54 
stock market indices. Jordan's increase was about 20 % in 
dollar terms; the best was Jamaica with a 202 % increase; 
as for the US, the Standard and Poor index of 500 stocks 
dim bed only about 5 % while Japan's Nikkei index 
dropped 26 % .'HieS&f500 did not rank among the top _ 

.tyn r ; Awtij<£i i^fifeing fact is thattiptop ten?, 
stock markets in 1992 were in devQopfng rolmtries; these '' 1 
were, in order, Jamaica, Pern, China, Israel, Colombia, 
Thailand, Hong Kong, Malaysia, Jordan and Mexico. 

The Amman Financial Market will do well in 93, but bar¬ 
ring a big surprise, gains should be less than lastyear. 


IN TUNE WITH THE FUTURE 












Our corporate philosophy thrives on innovation, insightful answers and outstanding 
personal service A philosophy created through our belief that banking is more 
about people than numbers. Its about the shared values and common goals that 
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• ON 28 July, 1993, the American Center of Oriental 
Research (ACOR) celebrated the completion of its ex¬ 
cavation and restoration of the Great Temple of Am¬ 
man with a ceremony on Al Qal’a (the Citadel). The 
project began in 1991 and was funded by the United 
Sates Agency for International Development (USAID) 
as part of its program of tourism development. Hie 
project was conducted in cooperation with the Depart¬ 
ment of Antiquities and the Ministry of Tourism. The 
restoration was under the direction of ACOR architect 
Chryssanfhos Kanellopoukxs. The three restored col¬ 
umns of the Great Temple are visible from many parts 
of downtown Amman and create a focal point for the 
skyline. It is worth mentioning that ACOR is celebrat¬ 
ing its 25th year of woik in Jordan. 

Illustration courtesy of ACOR 



Jerash Festival: 

So what happened 
to local talents? 




By Vesna Masharqa 

Special to The Scar 

PUBLIC DEMAND to increase 
the participation of local artists 
in this year's Jerash Festival led 
to the Higher Committee's deci¬ 
sion on a new policy that sup¬ 
ports young talented artists by 
giving them the opportunity to 
perform along with the vete¬ 
rans. Local efforts included 10 
performing an groups, 27 
poets, short story writers and 
1200 volunteers. 

Because of the standard of 
excellence of performers at the 
' Jerash festival in the past, the 
question of how to include less 
experienced local artists with¬ 
out damaging the reputation of 
the Festival has become an is¬ 
sue. 

Many would agree that the 
festival's hosting country 
should be able to generate elite 
artists, matching the best per¬ 
formers' abilities. The problem 
arises when the country favors 
less talented artists in order to 
fill a quota. 

True enough, Jordanian art¬ 
ists need support and financial 
help to explore their creative 
potential, but because the coun¬ 
try is suffocated with poverty, 
it is difficult to stimulate and 
secure the cultural movement 
in the country. Some argue that 
the Jerash festival should re¬ 
main as a symbol of success for 
every talented artist who has 
won the recognition necessary 
to be chosen as a performer. 

In order to further develop 
the Jerash festival, its director 
Mr Akram Masarweb, plans 
to "widen the scope of the in¬ 



ternational participation" by in¬ 
troducing a campaign which 
will involve governmental in¬ 
stitutions, the private sector, 
mass media and educational in¬ 
stitutions in a local art move¬ 
ment. As in rbe past, there will 
be an annual study of die short¬ 
comings of this year's festival, 
and a reassessment of its defini¬ 
tion of success. 

The Star talked to local par¬ 
ticipants about how they were 
received by the audience, and 
found that some felt the experi¬ 
ence was useful because it al¬ 
lowed them to gouge the audi¬ 
ence’s reaction to their act, and 
allowed them to leant from 
their mistakes. 

The artists performing at the 


Jerash Southern Theater were 
generally satisfied with the fes¬ 
tival's organization, but those 
that performed in Amman were 
disappointed by insufficient 
public response. They blamed 
the Jordanian TV, Radio mid 
newspapers for a. lack of pro-, 
motion, and the festival orga¬ 
nizers for not providing promo¬ 
tional posters. 

TV program director, Mr 
Zaied Fareez, denied such ac¬ 
cusations and stated that "Jor¬ 
dan TV gave 30-40 minutes of 
promotion (for the festival) 
every day, and introduced each 
performer without exception in 
three languages. 

77ie Star also talked to the 
three dailies' representatives. 


Tassinary and Abu Obeid: 

A US-Jordanian study of 
architectural aesthetics 


By Gretchen D Krueger 
Special to The Star 

EVERYONE WHO'S seen 
Taj Mahal remembers it. 
Other buildings just blend 
into a blur and architectural 
research at Texas A&.M Uni¬ 
versity intends to find out 
why. 

Using a combination of ar¬ 
chitectural skills and cogni¬ 
tive psychology expertise, re¬ 
searchers at A&M are trying 
to find out exactly what 
makes us recall a certain 
building. "We'd like to find 
■ out what makes a structure fit 
•in with its surroundings," 
says Dr Louis Tassinary. an 
■assistant professor of Urban 
and Regional Planning at 
Texas A&M’s College of Ar¬ 
chitecture. “We're trying to 
make predictions based on 
what we know about how 
people categorize and per¬ 
ceive buildings." 

So far, the research has 
produced some unexpected 



results for Tassinary and his 
research partner, graduate 
student and Jordanian archi¬ 
tect Natheer Abu Obeid. 
They've learned that when 
volunteers were asked to 
memorize, then recall, simi¬ 
lar two-dimensional line 
drawings, they mostly re¬ 
membered those drawings lo¬ 
cated closest to a never- 
before-seen composite. 

Data not yet analyzed will 
determine how study partici¬ 
pants combined the features 
of the composites-whether 
they mentally computed the 
distance of the figure from 
the prototype, or if they 
quickly calculated that the 
figures shared common fea¬ 
tures. "People have a very 
poor explicit memory for 
these patterns, but a very 
good implicit memory for 
certain characteristics of 
these patterns," says Tassi¬ 
nary. 

Hiat's why, he says, infor¬ 
mation from studies such as 
these might someday be 
used, for instance, to help de¬ 
termine whether structural 
changes planned for a down¬ 


town historic district would 
be compatible with the sur¬ 
roundings. 

The next step in the re¬ 
search will use three- 
dimensional figures produced 
by the College of Architec¬ 
ture's Visualization Laborato¬ 
ry to simulate real-life expe¬ 
riences. Of interest to Abu 
Obeid is how a city's resi¬ 
dents view religious build¬ 
ings and whether thai percep¬ 
tion changes across cultures. 

Abu Obeid came to Texas 
A&M to work on a doctorate 
in architectural theory, but 
teamed up with Tassinary af¬ 
ter taking a course in cogni¬ 
tive psychology. Now he's 
shifted his research interests 
to work with Tassinary, 
whose background is in ex¬ 
perimental psychology. Tas¬ 
sinary also is director of the 
College of Architecture's En¬ 
vironmental Psychophysiolo¬ 
gy Laboratory. 

The results of their re¬ 
search will be printed in Au¬ 
gust at the annual meeting of 
the International Society for 
Ecological Psychology in 
Vancouver, Canada. ■ 
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__ • Twenty Thousand Leagues 

-—A (TPTlfl <| Under The Sea will be screened 
"fes rlgCllUa ai the American Center, Thurs- 

day, 29 July, at 6:00 pm. The 
film is based on Jules Verne's 
novel, 20,000 Leagues Under 
The Ski. It's a 1954 adventure 
story bringing together veteran 
The Pink Panther will be actors Kirk Douglas, James 


FILMS 


featured at the British Council, 
Wednesday 4 August, ai 7:00 
pm. 


Mason and Peter Lorre in a tale 
about Victorian scientists 
wrecked at sea and captured by 


who are also part of the festi¬ 
val's press committee. They 
stated that every artist was in¬ 
troduced in the local press be¬ 
fore ami after their performanc¬ 
es. 

Audience expectations of the 
Jerasti.ifestsval were described 
as "the wedding of weddings" 
with opportunities to dance and 
sing. Others in die audience 
appreciate the festival for ex¬ 
posing local artistic talents, and 
believe that promotion of local 
artists should be the goal of the 
festival. 

This year, more than ever, 
the local artists and people 
were the main pillars of the fes¬ 
tival. In order to secure its fu¬ 
ture success, these pillars 
should be strengthened. ■ 


Saveco's Gasbooster: 

A promise 
of saving 
money 


• AMERICAN COMPANY 
Saveco recently introduced 
Gasbooster into Jordan through 
Tasaheel Trading Company. 
Gasbooster, which you can in¬ 
stall by yourself, promises im¬ 
proved fuel economy, better 
power, higher performance, re¬ 
duced pollution emissions and 
a cleaner running'engine. - 

When installed, Gasbooster 
surrounds the vehicle's incom¬ 
ing fuel line. Fuel entering the 
engine passes through the Gas- 
booster's specially designed 
magnetic circuitry. The Gas- 
booster's field causes the fuel 
to become more volatile in the 
combustion chamber. This in¬ 
creases combustion efficiency 
by evenly dispersing the fuel in 
the combustion chamber, re¬ 
sulting in a more complete and 
efficient burning. 

Noted researchers from Tu- 
lane University in Louisiana 
rested Gasbooster, and said in 
their initial report, "the results 
of phase I are most encourag¬ 
ing and showed a marked in¬ 
crease in fuel efficiency. Vehi¬ 
cle no 1 measured a miles-per- 
gailon increase of 21.3%, and 
vehicle no 2 has an increased 
efficiency of 25% after install¬ 
ing the Saveco product" 


the mysterious captain of a fu¬ 
turistic submarine. 

EXHIBITIONS 

• The Commercial and Eco¬ 
nomic Sections at the Ameri¬ 
can Embassy will be holding 
their First Annual Computer 
Show, at the American Center 
Exhibition Hall, starting 4-5 
August. 


Phoenician Inter-Continental 
Beirut to be reopened 

• INTER-ContinerttaJ Hotels signed, a long term management 
agreement to reopen and manage the Phoenician Inter-Continental 
Beirut, 

The Phoenician Inter-Continental Beirut, in its heyday, was the 
largest and most elaborate hotel in the Middle East The hotel has 
been closed since December 1975 and (fid not sustain any signifi¬ 
cant damage during the war. Inter-Continental will restore tins fa¬ 
mous property so that it will once again be the benchmark for Mid¬ 
dle Eastern luxury hotels. The well-known facade will remain-but 
it will effectively house a brand new hotel, mice a major renova¬ 
tion and refurbishment project is completed. The hotel reopens in 
January 1995 

The hotel is located five minutes from the commercial center of 
Beirut overlooking the Mediterranean Sea, on St Georges Bay. 
The refurbished 600 room hotel will offer luxurious guest accom¬ 
modation, state of the art business facilities, a choree of interna¬ 
tional restaurants and many resort-like recreational amenities suit¬ 
able for long-stay guests who will work on major redevelopment 
projects in the commercial center of Beirut. The hotel will also 
feature extensive conference and banqueting facilities to accom¬ 
modate up to 1500 people. 

The Middle East is a major market for inter-Continental Hotels 
in which it has enjoyed a leading position since it opened the 
Phoenician Inter-Continental Beirut in 1961. Today the inter¬ 
continental Group manages j 11 hotels in 47 countries of which 15 
hotels are located in 13 cities throughout the Middle East ■ 



The Amman Little League Association announced that a 
14-member team of players (aged 11 and 12 years old) rep¬ 
resented Jordan at the international Little League baseball 
European/Mediteiranean playoffs in Germany, on 23 July. 
The players, from Jordan, the United States, and Lebanon, 
played in this year's spring baseball season in Amman and 
have received extra training during the last two months.. 

The children and the coaches have worked hard for the 
last four months and have already travelled to Germany 
carrying the name of Jordan with great jiope and pride. 
The little champs are: BJ Oliver, Billy Kerr, Omar Azar, 
Hadi Yashruti, 'Roy Johnson, Carl CutJhbert, Shukri 
Saleh, Karim Ayoubi, Mark Abdallah, Karim AttaQah, 
Anthony Wall, Esam Ashkar, Omar Massarweh, and 
Mohammed Darwish. 


ARIES (21 March- 
19 April): You may 
be able to take out a 
loan to pay bills, 
but make sure it's 
not costing you 
more than you save. 

TAURUS (20 
APRIL-20 MAY): 

The most progress 
you can expect this 
week is an excellent 
agreement That 
could get a project 
rolling. 

GEMINI (21 May- 
21 June): Pay close 
attention to your job 
the first part of. this 
week. A good week 
for travel or meet¬ 
ing with a partner. 

CANCER (22 
June-22 July): The 
first two days of 
this week are the 
best for making 
commitment with ... 

the one you love. ' - ^ ‘ 

Get your outline finished. 

LEO (23 July-22 August): You may be the leader, but the one be^ 
hind the scenes needs to be consulted about an upcoming decision/ 
VIRGO (23 August-22 September)! Financial pressures will : 
ease soon. Good for learning about selling and actually getting rid 
of stuff. ■• . ' 

LIBRA (23 September-23 October): Be careful with your mon¬ 
ey. Bring more in, instead of sending more out Good learning 1 
days for you. . ,| 

SCORPIO (24 Octpber-21 November): Don't let an obnoxitius 
person calk you out of doing things your own way. Do alio wan ex- 
celle nt ide a through, however. 

SAGITTARIUS (22 November-21 December): Pressures the 
first part of the week should ease. Do something you promised, so 
you can play. An excellent week for outdoor activities. Take s ‘ 
hike. 

CAPRICORN (22 December-19 January): A club meeting 
could be very informative this week. You may learn a. way to 
make more money. You also may discover another way to .spend 
iL ... 

AQUARIUS (20 January-18 February): A good week for mak¬ 
ing decisions, but you could put it off until next week. You may 
have a slight advantage if you wait 

PISCES (19 February-20 March): It should be an easy, week to 
concentrate. A confidential talk :also could help. Interruptions, 
could be irritating- Have lunch with a practical friend. ”! 



in bar past, and unbeknownst to most people, 

LeoiwHelmsleywaaanBvWbtmgeehin^ 




“Our camels are dead, we have no water, and yet wo 
must cross this desert H we are to survive.... For the 
loveof ABah, Omar, do you ever cut your no se hatrsT 7 

Hampton Inn opens first 
international property 


'• Hampton Inns, Inc. an¬ 
nounced last 24 July the open¬ 
ing of its first hotel outside the 
United States; a 127-room 
property located in Niagara 
Falls, Ontario. ' 

The Niagara. FSUs hotel is the 
first of several international 
projects scheduled for develop^ 
meat in 1993. A second Cana¬ 
dian property, as well as two 
properties in Mexico, are slated 
to open later this year. Other 
" approved Hampton Inn projects 
include two hotels in Chile and 
Tone in San Juan, Puerto Rico. 
In 1993, the. company expects 
.to approve; additional projects 
in Mexico and South America. - 
"The strength' that fee Hamp¬ 
ton Inn flag carries in the Unit¬ 
ed States has provided ns with 


a number of development op¬ 
portunities in the international 
marketplace," says Ray 
Schultz, president and 
GEO of Hampton Inns, inc. >• 

"The opening of the Niagara^ 
Falls property is a milestone for" 
Hampton Inn, and we expect; 
the company's entry into varfc 
ous international markets - to; /. i 
continue in the coming years: j' ^ 
The Niagara Fails hotel, 
cated at 5591 Victoria Ave^ris ^ ' 
a conversion property wife sax/- 
floors and interior hallways: 
Hotel amenities include an m- 
door swimming pool wife*;- - 
whirlpool and sauna, a number , 
of two-room family suites,- and . 
honeymoon suites^ wi&aifre- 
place and jacuzzi. Room ra®s- -V 
begin at $55 per bight 7.;. 


[•PMM 


15: ntries are now being accepted 
^ the November 6, 1993 Music: 
TOeoiy Examination of the Assocfe^ 
Bperd of the Royal Schools of 

m ' wffl - **** Place at the 
National Music Conservatory, J^bal 

Amman, Beliind the Embassy of: 
Kuwait Atiyat Building, tel. 687620 . | 

air r i’ •" ^.y 3 ^ 0111 Hours j ; 


Ctosfng date: August 10,1993 
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Happy Birthday ACOR! 

# Le Centre amiricmn de reckerches orientates (ACOR) a fiti, mardi, ses 25 ansde prSscnce flfflBf v >. - ■« V 

en Jordame. Depute 1968, Vorganisation amiricmne conduit de multiples fotdUes et travaux de 

restauration pour mettre en valeur le patrimoine archiologique du Royaume. Selon le directeur Wff: 

d’ACOR, Pierre Bikm, son organisation sera impUqude dans un nomb re jamais egale de projets, 

cette annie. ■■ 

Vamuvenmre d’ACOR coincide avec la fin desses travaux sur le Grand temple d'Amman, ••• *.* 

pres de la dtadeUe* La restauration de ce monument dit de "Zeus" a 6te aussi cilibree, mercre- '~i 

dL Le resuhat le plus spectaculaire de ces deux eats de travaux est la remontie de trois impo* ^ 

santes colonnes, visibles de nombreux points de la vxUe. >£jT ; 

i /V)D I tW PPT ilAfl > 4IB» nP MMI* AM A AM flOf /TlfilA A 2£- ".Jedarffr 




3-£je*- 

[ v£J* • 


ACOR s'est aussi distingui, ces dormers temps, pour ses risultats & Pitra, en particulier avec j 
la nose A jourd'une superbe mostuque dans vne igUse byzantine. Vorganisation se dit mtdnten- • 
ant "fermement itabUe comma le centre de reckerches numiro un au Proche-Orient". | 

Best wishes! \ 


Hgg/n 
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Decouverte 


La mosaique sauvee du beton 

Mise a jour d'une mosaique du 6eme siecle ap. J.C. a Jerash. Une grande premiere par la qualite de sa composition et sa 

situation dans une maison privee. Histoire d'un sauvetage. 



CETTE FOIS, l'alerte a dtd 
donnde h temps. Lorsque le 
bulldozer a heurtd une arche n> • 
maine enfouie, les travaux fur- 
ent stoppOs immddiatemeriL 
Plus question de poursuivre la 
construction d'un immeuble 
moderoe au cceur de la ville de 
Jdrash. Un expert du departs-, 
ment des Antiquites vallah. 
Les archdologues ont aiors 
remplacd les ouvriers du 
b&timent sur les lieux pour aller 
de ddcouvertes en ddcou¬ 
vertes... 

Les vofites d'une habitation 
romaine, un dallage, 1'entrde 
d'une maison plus tardive sont 
pen & peu mis & jour. Et sou- 
dain, de petits cubes colards ap- 
paraissent sous la terre grise. 
Avec prdcaution, 1'dqujpe jor- 
danienne, emmende par Ibra¬ 
him A] Zoutu, ddgage le visage 
d'un vieillard & la barbe fleurie. 
Le dess in est pfdcis, les nuanc¬ 
es de couleur ddlicates... Un 
nouveau txtisor archdologique 
vient de traverser les sibcles: 
une mosaique byzantine, clou 
de la decoration d'une riche vil¬ 
la. Une decouverte inddite sur 
le site de Jerash! 

Jusqu’i present, seules des 
mosalques avaient ete retrou- 
vdes dans les dglises byzantines 
du site m£me. Mais la partie 
Est de Jerash, oh s'dtend au- 
jourdliui la ville modeme, est 
aussi une mine de vestiges. "A 
l'Ouest, nous n’avoos jamais 
decouvert de villas et de resi¬ 
dences", assure Safwan Tell, 
directeur du departement des 
Antiquites. "Nous nous dou- 
tions qu'elles devaient se trouv- 
er & rEst mais rendues inac- 
cessibles par les constructions 
modemes". 

Les recits des voyageurs du 



ment reproduces qizi attirent des mines semble confirmer mort dans l'Sme, a poursuivn 

I'osiL Trds decorative, cette cette hypothdse. Sur la ses investigations plus avant 

mosaique de 4 metres sur 6 de- mosaique se trouvaient effon- Prochaine ^tape: le deplace 

vait iUuminer la pifece prind- dr6s de la vaisselle et des vases, ment de la mosaique pour sor 

pale de rhabitation. Le panneau Cette maison d'un personnage installation dans le musde d< 

central reprdsente des scdnesde influent de la cite a ainsi pu fitre Jerash. Aprds un nettoyage 

mythologie avec l'inscription ddtniit lors du grand sdisme de minutieux, une colie specialt 

des dieux Dyonisos et Pan . 749. sera vers£e sur la surface avan 

Malheureusement, cette partie Toutes les dnigmes de cette d'etre recouverte d'un tissu. L: 

est la plus eodommagfie et les decouverte ne seront pourtant mosaique pourra ainsi etre diSta- 

scenes sont fragmentaires. pas perches. L'obstacle est sim- chde de son sol antique et re- 

Le caractde d’exception de la pie et concret: la rue sous la- plac£e sur une dalle de b£ton ot 

mosaique reside dans la ddcora- quelle se poursuit les dessins de fibre de verre. 
tion de son motif de_ bordure. gtfomStriques de la mosaique. Le dtepanement des Antiqui- 
Sur un fond bleu nmt se da- ,r Le maire nous a bien pmnis tds assure que la mosaique sera 

ache 1 unage de chasseurs a la de la ddtmire pour dSgager trfes rapidement accessible au 

poursurte de plusieurs anr- 
manx: lion, tigre, lapin, 
gazelle, volatiles... Les 
visages de vieillards, dont 
deux sont parfaitement 
conserves, demeurent les 
plus enigmatiques. Et les 
plus beaux. "Pour les vari¬ 
ations de couleurs, des 
cubes de pSte de verre 
vert et bleu ont ete utili- 
sdes", montre Ibrahim A1 
ZouTii "H y a une re¬ 
cherche remarquable pour 
reodre les rdiels et les nu¬ 
ances". 

. 'Malgrtf les repi^senta:^ 
uoni^de ' divimt&'' n>: ? 
maines, la mosalqiie date 
avec certitude de I’epoque 

dft^^Sl^de^otte 6re! usages inigmatiques de vieillards se dtetinguent par des 
On y retrouve beaucoup couleurs nuancies et subfiles . 
de similitudes avec des 


mort dans l'&me, & poursuivre 
ses investigations plus avant. 
Prochaine liape: le deplace¬ 
ment de la mosaique pour son 
installation dans le mus£e de 
jerash. Apr&s un nettoyage 
minutieux, une colie speciale 
sera versde sur la surface avant 
d'etre recouverte d'un tissu. La 
mosaique pourra ainsi etre deta- 
ch£e de son sol antique et re¬ 
place sur une dalle de b£ton ou 
de fibre de verTe. 

Le ddpartement des Antiqui- 
t£s assure que la mosaique sera 
tits rapidement accessible au 


Avant de transfirer la mostuque au musee de Jirash, Viquipe du departement des 
Antiquites la nettoie tres minutieusemenL 


si tele dernier attestent de 
J'inttrSt archdologique de cette 
partie de la-ville. En il82tf[ 
1’Anglais 'BuckiDgam dictg. 
"une jpente couverte des hiines 
d'habitations privtes". "La par- 
tie orientale a 6tfi choisie 
comme lieu de residence par la 
plus grande masse des gens tan- 
dis que l'Ouest de la ville dtait 
purement consacrd aux monu¬ 
ments d’ornements", dcrit 
l’explorateur britannique. 
L’installation des colonies 
tcherkesses sur les nunes des 
habitations, & la fin du sifecle 
dernier, a sormd le glas de la re¬ 
mise ^ jour de ces vestiges. 

Combien de tttsors ont-ils 
ainsi 6t£ ddtraits - dans 


l'enphorie de l'ufbanisation? 
L'dhmuiatioD pure et simple du 
|patnmoioe nan on aL< 

Ipoiffsuivie jusqu'^^-dtofetes' 
aimfiesi La decouverte de cette 
sublime mosaique marque le 
succts d'une nouvdle politique 
de preservation des sites. Au- 
jounfhui, le departement des 
Antiquites doit fitre tenu infor¬ 
ms du dtpOt de tout nouveau 
permis de construire sur Jerash. 
Un inspecteur est aiors envoyt 
sur les lieux pour suivre les tra¬ 
vaux et faire des sondages. Au- 
payavant, les arch6ologues ar ri- 
vaient le plus souvent bien 
aprfes que les bulldozers aieut 
emporte toutes traces 
d'antiquites... 


Deux semaines apr&s le debut 
des fouilles, les curieux $e pres- 

tjSres de^^ 

imee du ixhtre de' Jerash. La 
decouverte d'une piece d'or a 
excite les imaginations 1 . Dans 
le trou beant entre deux immeu- 
bles modemes, l'6quipe jorda- 
nienne mani c brosse et stylet 
pour nettoyer parfaitement la 
mosaique avant de la deposer. 
Cette operation delicate doit se 
poursuivre encore plusieurs 
jours. 

A del ouvert, les milliers de 
cubes de couleur resplendis- 
sent A c6te de deux mosalques 
aux dessins g6oinetriques, ce 
sont des scenes de chasse fine- 



mosaxques de cette p6riode d6- 
couvertes h Madaba. En parti- 
culier, celle du hall dHippolite 
qui a une composition similaire 
mais nullement la m§me fi¬ 
nesse dans sa realisation. 

L'altdration de certains motifs 
pourrait s'expliquer par les 
d£g&ts causes par un tremble- 
ment de terre. La disposition 


l'ensemble, mais, en pratique, 
e'est impossible!", constate 
avec regret l'archeologue jorda- 
nien. L'entrelacs de canalisa¬ 
tions d'eau, de gaz et des lignes 
d'eiectricite, de telephone dans 
le sous-sol marque une barri&re 
infranchissable! 

L'dquipe a done renoncti, la 


Memoire photographique 

En vingt ans, Lufty Abu Omar a collecte 4850 cliches de la Palestine avant la creation dlsrael. 

Un temoignage inestimable couvrant un siecle. Au CCR jusqu'k la fin du mois. 


public dans le mus£e du site. 
L'exigui'ie' des lieux laisse pour¬ 
tant perplexe... Se repose done 
la question de l'absence de mu¬ 
see digne de ce nom en Jorda- 
□ie capable d'accueillir un tel 
chef-d'oeuvre... ■ 

Florent Chevolleau 


Record 


POLLUTION - Lc gou- - 
vc rue ment a demande ii la | 
Corapagnie des cimL.-r.Ls < 
jordaniens de prendrv de*. j 
mesures immudiutes pour i 
freiner ses emissions pol- : 
luantes dans Tatniosplivre * 
depuls son usinc de f’a- J 
heis. Pour le mjnistre de > 
1'Environncmcnt: “La sit- < 
uation est tres sericusc et 1 
met en danger direct ia vie J 
des habitants de la re- ] 
gion". j 

i 

V1SITES - Le roi Hussein j 
est attendu a Paris, a par- ■ 
tir de jeudi, pour une vis- ] 
ite oflicielle de qua! re J 
jours. II doit rencontrer le j 
president Mitterrand et ’ 
des membres du gou- , 
vernement Balladur. Lc t 
souverain hachcmile < 
s'envolera cnsuiCc pour -i 
Ankara pour une vlsitc uf- : 
ficielle. 

PROGRESSION - En " 
1992, la Jordanie a enro- 5 
gjstre 8,411 millions en- 
trees et sorties de son ter- 'i 
ritoire. Un chiffre en forte \ 
progression (1991:'* 

5.987.100 ; 1990: :jj 

7.593.400). Sur ce total, *S 
2.169.700 des mouvements' | 
concement des Jordani- j 
ens..Pour les etrangers, les,. I 
figyptiens arrivent large- J 
ment en tete, devant les. j 
Syriens, les Saoudiens et j 
les Iraklens. | 

BAC - 35.008 jcunes jor-, | 
daniens ont obtenu leur. j 
Tawjihi ("Baccalaurcat'M, * 
cette annee. Soil 49,2du. I 
total des candidats, unc \ 
proportion en baissc de J 
2,1 % par rapport a l'an > 
dernier. A noter: un tiers 
des candidats a prepare,* 
l'examen a la maison sans ' 
etre inscrit dans une ccole- 
publique ou privee. 


1001 


NOER ET blanc. Contras ces ac¬ 
cuses. LTiistoire s'est figfie. 
Loreque ces cliches furent pris, 
l'Etat d'Israe! n'6tait qu'un rfive 
dans la tfite d'un peuple oppri- 
el la Palestine vivait sous 
mandat britannique. Vues de 
Jerusalem, foule bigairfie, cos¬ 
tumes craditionnels, bateaux en- 
donnis de Jaffa... Un pmi de 
mfitnoire oubli^ ressuigit sur 
papier photographique. Impres¬ 
sions saisissantes. 

D'une voix douce, Lutfy Abu 
Omar raconte sa qu£te entre- 
prise vingt-deux ans plus tot 
rfitmir le maximum de cliches 
de la Palestine avant la fonda- 
tion de l'Etat h£breu. Un acts 
politique. "Ten conserve au- 
jottrtniui prfts de cinq tnille rti- 
cohfis dans trento-deux pays 
rfiffgrents", assure-t-il avec fier- 
t6. "La photo la plus ancienne 
date de 1839...". Inestimable. 

Pour cet ancien professeur 
(Tatisanat palestinien, la col¬ 
lecte a 06 rude. Source princi¬ 
ple: les cliches des "tounstes 
brhanniques en pdriple dps la 
region. "Certains m'ont fait d<w 
de leuis photos avec le senti¬ 
ment (facquiter une defte en- 
vers le peuple palestinien ou 
pour soutenir sa cause", sou- 
ligtte-t-iR 

Axriv6 au terme de sa guete, 
Lutfy Abu Omar veut mamteh- 
ant uniquement se consacrer “ 
la diffusion de sa collection. 
Depuis cinq mois, »! a ouvert 
une &hoppe & Jgrusalem-Est 



Yarmonk.- "Je n'ai pu 
emporter que 250 
photos essentieUe- 
ment des vues de Je¬ 
rusalem", dfiplore-t-il. 

"J'avais peu de terms 
et le colit est trfes 61e- 
v6. Pour financer le 
tirage de cette selec¬ 
tion, j'ai du vendre un 
tiers de mes mec- 
bles". 

L'accueil du public 
devant ces cliches ou- 
blids a6t6& la mesure 
des sacrifices de ce 
passionnf. "Cela me 
dorme une grande 
force pour continuer k . . .. _ 

les diffuser", confie-t- lM H3 Abu Omar se passionne pour 
iL Des encourage- Thistoirc de la Palestine. 
mans cotes, mais ses 


Foule bigarrie devant la porte d'ffibron a Jerusalem, J930. 


pour vendre les tirages de ces 
photos. Pas facile - Van ? OTie , r ' 
5 a pu aussi exposer dans la 
Ville sainte grflee & 1‘aide du 
centre culture! frangais loca^. 
Un soutien indispensable vis-a- 
vis des autorites israeliennes. 

prouver que "la terre sans peu¬ 


ple" dtait bel et bien habitee ne 
plait gn&re... 

Ed Jordanie depuis le mois 
de join, Lutfy Abu Omar pre¬ 
sents une selection de sa collec¬ 
tion au Centre cultural royal 
jusqu'k la fin du mois, aprfes un 
intermfide par i'universite du 


ventes restent misdrabies.n re- 
conoait qu'ao prix de 20 DJ 
(prix de revient:18 DJ), les 
photos restent inaccessibles 
pour beaucoup. H sonhaherait 
faire fiditer un petit livre au 
plus bas prix possible. "Je vou- 
drais que ces photos soient piti- 
sentes dans ebaque maison 
arabe pour leur rappeler notre 
terre", declare-t-U sans ambag¬ 
es. 

A Amman, de nombreux Pa- 
lesriniens sont vraus voir son 
exposition dans l'espoir de 
trouver une vue de leur village 
d'origine. n regrette de n’avoir 
pas pu tepondre & toutes ces at- 
tentes. En dOenant des photos 
de 700 villages d£tnrit$ pendant 


la presence britannique, sa col¬ 
lection est, en efiet, tme mb- 
moire unique, U pense fore de 
retour i. Amman d^s cet autom- 
ne. 

Cfite projets, Lutfy Abu 
Omar est plein d'idfes. 5a pro¬ 
chaine exposition pourrait mel- 
er photos et dessins. II pense 
aussi mettre en parall&le des 
clicites du Jerusalem dhier et 
d’aujourd’hui. Et, il est surtout 
en passe de signer un contrat 
avec une organisation suisse 
pour effectuer une tourntie dans 
qnatre pays europdens et pre¬ 
senter amsi la Palestine en noir 
et blanc dans soixante-douze 
villes differences! ■ 

F.a 


France, la preferee 
des touristes 

Avec 60 millions de visiteurs, en 1992, la France est devenue la 
destination numero un des touristes. Les cles d'une reussiie. 

EN 1992, la France a re?u plus 
d'etrangers qu'elle ne compte 
dliabitants! Le tourisme bat 
rous les records. C'est dfisor- 
mfli s ]a principale source de de¬ 
vises de lTiexagone, avant 
l'agro-alimentaire et 

I'automobile. Bien sQr, J'dte est 
la saison faste de cet afflux de 
touristes. 

"La France occupe la pre¬ 
miere place dans le monde pour 
les sdjoura des Grangers", sou- 
ligne le min is^re du Tourisme. 

Leur nombre est passd de 52 
millions en 1991 a 60 millions 
en 1992. D&s les premiers 

beaux joura, les hotels de la . . , , . . 

capjtaie -oD sfijoument 10 mil- Le tourisme est devenu la principale source de devises en 
lions de visiteurs- affichent France devant l'agro-alimentaire et VautomobUe 
"complet". Et les milliers 

d’autocars qui envahissent la Les Allemands sont de loin de leur poche entre 250 i 35 
Ville lumi&re constituent un les plus nombreux parmi les Francs par jour, un America* 
casse-tete pour les responsables visiteurs (environ 12 millions laisse prfes du double dans le 
du siationnemenL en 1992). Viennenr ensuite les tiroirs-caisses. Un Japonai 

Cesi d'abord grfice k la Britanniques (8 a 9 millions), trois fois plus, 
maltrise de son inflation que la Puis les Beiges, les Ntierlan- Avec 5000 demandes de vis 
France conn alt un tourisme flo- dais, les Suisses, suivis des Ita- I'an demier, le contingent de 
rissanL Ces six demi&res an- liens et des Espagnols. S'y visiteurs jordaniens reste bie 
n&s les prix n'y ont augment^ ajoute depuis trois ans, le flot modeste. De plus, la plupart d 
que de 19%- Dans le mfime des touristes des pays de l’Est ces visas sont utilises pour 1 
temps ils progressaient de 38% qui profitent d'une liberte de transit vers le Royaume Uni 4 
dans le tourbilion inflationniste ddplacement encore neuve. les Etats-Unis. Mais, poii 
italien et de 32% en Espagne. Ce sont les Japonais et les 1993, le chiffre est en progred 
Rdsultat: ces deux eldorados Amdricams qui ddpensent le sion assure l'A'mbassade dl 
touristiques ont perdu des parts plus lore de leurs vacances en France a Amman. ■ 
de marchd au bdndfice de !a France. Quand un Britannique, ; 

douce France. un Allemand, un Italien sortent M-A. E 



Les Allemands sont de loin 
les plus nombreux parmi les 
visiteurs (environ 12 millions 
en 1992). Viennenr ensuite les 
Britanniques (8 3 9 millions). 
Puis les Beiges, les Neerlan- 
dais, les Suisses, suivis des Ita- 
liens et des Espagnols. S'y 
ajoute depuis trois ans, le flot 
des touristes des pays de Hist 
qui profitent d'une liberte de 
emplacement encore neuve. 

Ce $ont les Japonais et les 
Amdricains qui ddpensent le 
plus lore de leurs vacances en 
France. Quand un Britannique, 
un Allemand, un Italien sortent 


de leur poche entre 250 i 350 
Francs par jour, un Americain 
laisse prfes du double dans les 
tiroirs-caisses. Un Japonais 
trois fois plus. 

Avec 5000 demandes de visa; 
I'an demier, le contingent des: 
visiteurs jordaniens reste bien: 
modeste. De plus, la plupart efi?: 
ces visas sont utilises pour lh! 
transit vers le Royaume Uni ei: 
les Etats-Unis. " Mais, poufri 
1993, le chiffre est en program: 
sion assure l'A'mbassade d&: 
France & Amman. ■ 

# « 

m-a. £ : : 
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THE S^T A R 



The story of Lewis, Bowe 
and Morrison 



wr Under the pat¬ 
ronage of His 
Royal Highness 
Prince Ali A1 


* 


IT IS not yet certain whether 
Lennox Lewis will fight Frank 
Bruno, Raddick Bowe who 
holds the WBC and the IBF ti¬ 
tles or Tommy Morrison, the 
current WBO champion, for the 
WBC heavyweight title. 

Having rejected terms to 
fight Bruno in early autumn, 
Lewis accepted Morrison in¬ 
stead. reasoning that 50 percent 
of wheel barrowful of money 
($16 million) in Las Vegas in 
November was worth more 
than the lion's share of a mere 
bucketful against Bruno at 
Wembley in London or Cardiff 
Arms Park. Wales in October. 

Last week, however, Bruno 
re-entered the picture because 
Morrison, who outdid George 
Foreman, wants "another 
couple of fights" before Lewis. 
By then, of course, he may be 
too rich to bother. The Lewis V 
Morrison fight at the new 
MFM Grand hotel may also be 
disappearing fast. 

"They offered as December 
30 but that wasn’t acceptable 
because of the Christmas and 
New Year break," said Lewis's 
manaser, Frank Maloney. 
"Their offer of the last weak in 
February 1 and first week in 
March is okay." 








Bowe 

The delay means that Lewis 
V Bruno is back on and "99 
percent certain" to take place 
on 1 or 15 October backed by 
the United States pay-television 
network Home Box office. 

Maloney says the tickets, 
have already been ordered, 
which seems a little premature 
as new names and dates have to 
be overprinted on each one. He 
also disclosed that Lewis had 
rejected an $11 million offer 
from Bowe for November. 

"The deal was $21 million 




for Bowe and a 50-50 split if 
the final purse went $32 mil¬ 
lion," he said. "We declined 
and the Bowe fight won't hap¬ 
pen until the summer of 1994." 

It all makes one sigh for the 
uncomplicated days when 
Mike Tyson held all the belts 
and took on all comers every 
three months or so, in no par¬ 
ticular order and with little or 
no quibble about his purses, 
which already seem modest by 
the Lewis-Bowe standards. ■ 


Athletics 

Kenya 
takes 
tough line 

NONE of Kenya's elite dis¬ 
tance runners will win auto¬ 
matic selection to the world 
championships in Stuttgart 
next month. David Okeyo, the 
Kenyan athletics chief, said: 

"All those who went to run in 

Stuttgart will have to appear at _ _. , 

the national team trials this Nairobi to confirm his place m 
week." He added that Yobes the team. Miek Kosgei, the 
Ondieki, who became the first head coach of Kenya, has said 
man to run a sub-27 min that the best runners lose out m 
10,000 meters early this the high altitude conditions ot 
month, would have to fly to Nairobi. 

American Olympic soccer-sites 



COSMIC SOCCER 

Careca heads for the land or 
the rising Sun 


THE Atlanta Committee for the 
Olympic Games has named six 
US cities as potential sites for 
preliminary matches in the 
Olympic Soccer competition in 
1996. The committee said the 


Golf 

Slow play will pot pay 


Bubka and his world 
records 
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THE English Royal and An¬ 
cient Golf Club announced a 
campaign to hall the slow play 
lhai might tum the Open Cham¬ 
pionship into a boring spectacle 
for spectators. 

Some practice rounds at Roy¬ 
al Si George's in London have 
been taking more than five 
hours, but the Royal and An¬ 
cient plans to punish players 
who take as lone when the 




. 


tournament proper gets under 
way. 

Michael Bonallack. the secre¬ 
tary of the R and A. said he 
was taking the slow play issue 
“very seriously" and added that 
a referee would accompany 
every match on the course with 
powers to penalize. 

Benallack said players would 
receive one warning, after 
which they would be timed. 
Three warnings would result in 
two-stroke penalty. Players 
would ha\e 40 seconds in 
which to hit their shots, with 
the first two play in each group 
getting an extra 10 seconds. 
The approved limit for a three- 
ball in the first two days is four 
hours 10 minutes, 25 minutes 
longer than the final two 
rounds. ■ 


WORLD record 
holder Seergei Bub¬ 
ka won the pole 
vault in last week's 
Barcelona IAAF In¬ 
vitational against a 
weak field and con¬ 
tinued to struggle, 
failing 3 times to 
clear 5.81 meters at 
the Olympic stadi¬ 
um. 

Bubka, who has 
set 34 world records 
— 18 indoor and 16 
outdoor, cleared 
5.61 but then was 
visibly upset after 
his 3 misses at 5.81. 

The 29-year-old Uk- 
ranian began the sea¬ 
son well with a 6 . 00 - 
metre vault in the 
United States but 

has been in a slump since then. „ ... 

In a meeting in Oslo on July 12. Bubka suffered his; ttad 
straight defeat when he failed to make a qualify mg height Bubka 
holds the world outdoor mark at 6.13 meters and the indoor mark 
at 6.15 meters. ■ 

Formula One 

Faces crisis at Paris talks 

THE 1993 Formula One world championship could be plunged 
into chaos today if the sport's leaders pam high technology driver 
aids and punish reams for using irregular fuels. 

Constructors' Championship leaders Williams have threatened to 
withdraw from the German and Hanyarian Grands Prix of their ac¬ 
tive-suspension system is banned. in 

They could also face a points deduction, possibly losing the 1 U 
points won by their leading driver Alain Pnost at the Spanish 
Grand Prix, if the ELF fuel they used for that race is found to con¬ 
travene International Motors Federation (FISA) regulations. M 


finalists were Birmingham, Al- 
abana, Boston, Dallas, Miami, 
Orlando, Florida and Washing¬ 
ton. They were chosen from a 
total of 14 proposed sites. 

Next week the cities will be 
visited by Atlanta Committee 
Staff and official’s from FIFA 
and USA Soccer. Up to four 
sites are expected to be selected 
' to stage preUininai^‘ ,: matcne^. 

' Each city chosen wflFjiost foii ! 
to eight Olympic teams and be¬ 
tween eight and 16 during the 
1996 centennial Olympic 
Games. ■ 



BA22LIAN' SUPERSTAR 
Careca is the latest big name to 
head for the land of the rising 
sun. 

After ending his six-year stint 
with Napoli it was expected 
that the striker would return 
home with either Flamengo or 
Vasco- ^GaaiaL'iBut.' domestic. 
fddtbttil*hiBra25ris ur chaos, so 
Careca opted to sign a six- 
month contract to try to help 
Japanese side, Kashiwa Reyrd, 
into the J. League. 


Sanchez on the 
top of the 
world 

Twelvemonths ago, Hugo San- 
,cbez, was washed-up, veteran# 
}?2cked put by -"ReaLMadnd aid 
1 gtiing nowhere. But now, the 
35-year-old goal-grabbing den¬ 
tist is back on top of the world. 

Not only -have Mexico quali¬ 
fied for next summer's World 


* Cup finals, but they have turned, 
the South American Champion¬ 
ship upside down. 

Mexico and the USA were, in¬ 
vited guests at this year's Copa 
America in Ecuador, and Mexi¬ 
co shocked even themselves by 
reaching the filial last month. ; . 
}: r- Sanchez:-was their inspiration. 
- scoring, -the ali unpcrrtanr fit^t 
goal in the 2-0 Semi-final de- 
' feat of the hosts in Quito. But 
even he couldn't prevent Argen- 
tian winning the Final 2-1. ■ - 


Bridge 

By Tannah Hirsch . 

Count Them and Cheer 

Neither vulnerable. East deals. 
" NORTH 

*' E J 9 ? 6 4 
9 3 

0 A 8 3 2 
4 10 4 

WEST EAST 

4 Q 5 2 * 10 . 

9KJ10 9S69Q4 


CROSSWORD PUZZLE 


Void 
K 6 5 2 


.OKI 
2 * A i 

SOUTH 
♦ A 83 
9 A 7 5 2 
O Q J 97 5 
4 7 


K 10 6 4 
A Q J 9 8 3 


The bidding: 
East South 

14 10 

2 4 2 4 

5 4 DW 

Dbl Pass 


North 
1 4 

4 4 

5 0 

Pass 


ACROSS 

37 Lean-tos 

. 3 USSRsea 

37 Allen 

1 Food fish 

39 Father 

4 Uh . 

38 AcbBes' 

5 Loan or 

40 lOD.to 

. 5 OA 

weak spot 

. - card— -• 

poets 

6 Gangsters 

39 Antitoxins 

10 Radar 

41 To — 

7 Pitnlc 

41 Flying 

screen 

. (exactly) 

pests 

prefix 

light 

42 SBly ones 

8 Highway 

42 Lively 

14 Swiss rtref 

43 Gave back 

slgrirabbr. 

dance 

15 FMm 

45 More 

9 Great 

44 Senla’s 

producer - 

difficult 

- financial 

reindeer - - 

■Carlo — 

46 Spoken 

successes 

45 Swarms 

.16 Irish Free 

47 Ms Fatana 

10 Preceding 

47 Russian 

State 

48 Artillery 

11 Easier 

revokitlon- 

17 1932 Oscar 

piece 

(lower 

ary 

fftn 

.51 Protagonist 

12 Angry 

48 Roman 

19 Pesky 

52 Melancholy 

13 Vegetables 

pollticton - 

bisect 

55 ktt- 

18 Pulls after 

49 Prayer 

. 20 Moray 

56 CUbum’s 

23 Byway 

ending _ : 

21 ClncirinaU 

instrument 

24 Marriage-. 

50 Clea’s 

athletes 

5© Precedes 

. partner . 

river 

22 — of 

vision 

25 Onus . 

51 Mata — 

.. .-'London 

and phone 

26 TVs— ' 

52 Stated 

. 24 Planet .. 

60 Scary 

Pyle 

53 — Domini 

25 Truth 

61 De Lauron- 

27 Love, . 

54 Portal 

.twister 

tn& 

to15A 

57 Cartoonist 

26 Auto 

62 Rare bind 

28 Mature 

Gardner 

bufldJng 

63 Pours 

29 Statement 

58 Wedding 

29 Joins 

64 Fragrance 

. of prin¬ 

words - • • 

33 Leaves out 


ciples 


34 Wrath - 

DOWN 

30 Wept 

. . r - 

35 Aberfcabbr. 

1 Wise 

31 Curt 


. 36 Fee) tow 

2 Rabbit 

32 Guide 


I • . XXW3 Tobiiw Matt® Servreei »x: 





Crossword 

Puzzle 

EOQ0B BDUBi 
3EC30CIH C10C30I 
QI30I2 O0En3Q0| 
iirm nooo 1 

EJID OtJOBOgBl 
0 BHDQ BD 
0QEQB 0B0t 
B0QQ BUUEK 
GEEK. 000001 

anti 

,DD 0 OHQ nHEjl 
I SEDElUBgaDf 11 

i oodqh hoou 

nnnaB HOPlD 


MnnicwoRD 

HOW TO PLAY. Rt<id the Itet ol wotd,. Look ai tha puzzle 
You'll Irnd Iliosu woid, in wll directions — horizontally. venr- 
C jliy, diagonally, backwards. Draw a circle around each lei- 
lei of a word found in ihu puzzle, then slnke it ofl the list 
Cue ling it will show a idler has been used bul will leave it 
visible should it also form purt of analhcr word. Find Dlu big 
words lint. When tellurs of all listed words Are circled, you'll 
have the given number uf tellers left over. They'll spell out 
your MAGICWORD. 

IT’S THE LAW (Sol.: 13 IcLters*) 

A-Alibi, Ajipuiil. Arrest, Aitnrney; 11-Boil; C- 
t'ivil. Condiicl, CuiirL. Crime; D-Damugcs. De- 
nmcryry, Deposit inn; E-Enfnree, Evidence; F- 
Fuluny; ll-Haliens IVpiis: J-Judge.. Jury, 
Justice; L-Lnwyer. I^giil. Libel; M-Mulice; O- 
Oaili. Obey, Ordinance; P-Parole. Petition. Prib- 
nii: K-Hulfch; S-Seiiaie. Sentence. Slander, Suit, 
Sum Hu ms; T-Trcustni. Truth; W -Warrant 


This Week’s Answer: JURISPRUDENCE 

• 1493 liimnu Mnl'j ■> itKf. 


ECROFNEC 
CCTUYCAR 
NONRLTRE 
ANAEUECI 
N D R Y T T S J 
I URWI NHB 
D C A A U U E A 
RTWLS YOS 
0 N0I TI TE 
A RNOSI RP 
RLPHABEA 
RELOHAPO. 
EGRDLUES 
S ATTO R N E 
TLETANES 


NEDI VEL 
C O ME T) R I 
ASONE.I V 
LAMDUUI 
OHNSFDC 
T ATI. E O N 
LI B I LEO 
O A A B O S I 
PI I ENYT 
ENLLYRI 
S CORP US 
R I MEC J O 
NOMMIJS P 
YTKUOCE 
S EGA MAD 


Opening lead: Two of 4 

Stop, look and listen is sound advice, not only for crossing 
the road but also for working out opponents’ holdings at the 
bridge table. This hand is a prime example. v - 
North judged well in removing the double of five clubs. 
While it is true that yith the lead of ace of hearts and a. 
continuation that contract would have foiled by a tnck. on tne 
more normal diamond lead declarer would have romped 

East's ace of clubs took the first trickarid heshifted tothe 
queen of hearts. Declarer won his aceJed a diamond to the ace 
and returned a diamond to the nine.- After the queen ot 
diamonds lost to the king, declarer ruffed the duh.^tunvand 
drew the last trump. The crucial point of the hand had been, 
reached. How should declarer play the spade suit. 

Those who follow rubrics would remember Eight ever 
nine never’ ’ and blithely cash the ace-king. But is that logical 

in the light of the auction and play? .. 

East surely has a six-card club suit and has shown up with 
fourdiamonds. If he had a singleton heart. West’s distribution 
would have been 2 - 7 - 0 - 4 . and he would probably have jumped 

to four heam at his firstturn. It ismore probable that West has 

onlv six hearts, leaving East with two. - • - 

that means that 12 of East’s cards have been accounted for. 
leaving him with only one spade. Therefore, the almost sure- 
trick line is for declarer to cash the ace of spades and then 
finesse the jack to land his contract 

X itNS. TnboBeModBaServioa . ■ 



Qs Is there any difference 
between forgo and forego? 
Some of my dictionaries say 
the/ are variants of one an¬ 
other; some don’t-"--; 

■_ As Laurence Urdang, in 
‘’The Dictionary of 
Uonfusable Words,” says 
forego means'to precede; 


forgo means to givt up. dO' 
without Bothnse the various 
forms of go to express 
changes in tense: goes. 

■ing, went, gone, 

. Send questions rtr miWnwk 
for Word Wise to PiO; Bo*436T, 
Orlando, Fla. 3280143d?.. 

® 1993, TrtivKK Media Servka 
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AJgS?.641271/2 

Ausmhan..... r .>673246/7 

Antrim Embassy.644635 

■St?" 1, . -.664148/9 

.675683 

S"*® 1 --. 823360 

Cypiys Honorary Cons. 677559 

Czechoslovakian . 665105 

Danish Consulate Gen 603703 
Finnish Consulate 824654/824676 
.641273/4 

g“T. 671331/2 

Hunganan.. 815614 

,iodiaiL„.„.637262 

Indonesian.828911 

{”3*.■■"■639331 

J™ 80 ;...638185 

Consulate Gen. Ireland..... 625632 

Consulate of Iceland. 698851 

Consulate of Sir Lanka.645312 

Japanese-672486/7 

Kuwub.675135/8 

“byw. 693101/3 

Lebanese .. 641381 

Moroccan -„-641453 

Netherlands.637967/625165 

New Zealand Consulate 636720 

North Korean _666349 

Norwegian Consulate.._827926 

Omani..686155 

Pakistani.>.622787 

Palestine__ 677517 

People’s Rep. of China.. ...666139 

PhiUipines- 645161 

Polish.. 637153 

Qatari - 6S2666 

Romanian.667738 

Russian .641158 

Saudi Arabian.814154/6 

South Korean ....._660745/6 

Spanish .—.614166/9 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish —. 669177/9 

Swiss..686416/7 

Syrian_ 641076 

Taiwan. __.... 671530 

Tunisian.>674307/8 

Turkish -641251 

UA.E..a.643347/643341 

United Kingdom._823100 

United States of America..820101 
Yemen.. 642381 

EEC Delegation. 668191 

ESCWA.694351/8 

ICRC.688645 

UNDP/WFP >.668171/7 

UNRWA.. 669194/8 

UNICEF.>. 629571 

UNESCO.606559 


' r " ; jr’:iK».r. sis. ,.A~; y-X 


Alyerada(Air yemen)—...653691 

Aeronci-641510 

Air Canada... 630879 

Air France-666055 / 667824 

Air India _ 688301/2 

Air Lanka.. 682140 

Alitalia-:_ 625203 

American Airlines.™..669068 

Arab Wings..894484 

Adria Airways_667029 

Austrian Airlines>637380/667028 

Balkan Airlines_665909 

British Airways_641430 

China Airlines_ t ._636232 

Cathay Pacific_628596 

Cyprus Airways._667028 

Egypt Air.- 630011 

EmiratesAMiQes_643341 

Gulf Air™--653613 

Hungarian Airlines_622275 

Iberia-->-637827/644036 

Iran Air_ 622826 

Japan Airlines _ 630879 

K.L.M . >622175 

Korean Airlines™ 676624/662236 
Libyan Arab Airlines 643831/2 

Lufthansa_ 601744 

Malaysian Airtine.639575/653446 

M.E.A- 636104 

Olympic.™...630125/638433 

PIA- 625981 

Philippine Airlines_ 640200 

Polish Airlines._ 625981 

Qantas-641430/655447 

Royal Jordanian._ 678321 

Sabena Belgian Airlines.. 675888 

Saudia._ 639333 

Scandinavian Airlines _604499 

Singapore Airlines_ 676177 

Sudan Airlines.._... 694501 

Swiss Air (G:S.A.)659791/643906 

USAIR-694801/2 

Syrian Air_622147 

TAROM- Romanian.>637380 . 

Thai Airways.. 637195 

Trans World Airline_623430 

Turkish Airlines__659102 

Yemenis Airways._628175 

Yugoslav Airlines_60491 1 

Queen Alia Airport (08)53200 


Diary 


- \r y..,^ : V,' •' • ^ * 


Algeria._ 

Argentina.__ 

Buenos Aires 1 

Australis__— 

Adelaide 8 
Brisbane? 

Canberra 62 
Melbourne 3 
Perth 9 
Sydney 2 

Austria._ 

Vienna 222 

Bahrain.™____ 

Belgium_ 

Antwerp 3 
Brussels 2 

Brazil___ 

Rio de Janeiro 21 
Brasilia 61 




Germany W._49 

Bonn 288 




__359 

Sofia 2 ■ 

Canaria. . 

_1 

Ottawa 613 

Chile__... 

.56 

Santiago 2 

. 357 

Nicosia 21 

. .42 

Prague 2 

45 

Copenhagen (Inner) 1 
Copenhagen (Outer) 2 

>.... 593 

Quito 2 

Egypt-. 

_ 20 

Cairo 2 

Fm*. . 

_353 

Dublin 1 

Cork 21 

.. 358 

Helsinki 0 

33 

Paris 1 


Athens/Pirseus I 

..„...36 

Budapest I 

India... 

... 91 

Banglore 812 

New Delhi 11 
Bombay 22 


And all dries with area codes be¬ 
ginning with 1^3,45,6,7, & 8. 


.62 

Jakarta 21 

Italy.. 

_39 

Rome 6 

...964 

Baghdad 1 

.. 81 

Tbkyo 3 

754 

Nairobi 2 

.. 965 


.. 82 

Seoul 2 

Libya...!_ 

..218 

Tripoli 21 

T-etomnn. 

Beirut 1 

. 961 

. 60 

Kuala Lumpur 3 
Mexico.. . 

_52 

Mexico City 5 

__ 712 

Fez 6 

Rabat 7 

Netherlands.— 

..31 




Amsterdam 20 
Rotterdam 10 

North Yemen..967 

A1 Bayda 6 
Hodcidah 3 

Ranaa 5 

Talk 4 

Nigeria..234 

Lagos 1 

Norway_ 47 

Oslo 2 

Oman..968 

Pakistan._ 92 

Karachi 21 
Lahore 42 
Peshawar 521 
Rawalpindi/1 si amah ad 51 

Paraguay..™...595 

Asuncion 54 

Peru.. 51 

I.ima 14 

Philippines..63 

Manila 2 

Poland....48 

Warsaw 22 

Qatar.974 

Romania..40 

Bucharest 0 

Saudi Arabia.966 

Al-Khobar 3 
Al-Madina 4 
Dammam 3 
Jeddah 2 
Mecca 2 
Riyadh 1 

Spain-...34 

Barcelona 3 
Madrid 1 


Marbella 52 
Majorca 71 

Sri Lanka.94 

Colombo 1 

Sudan.™.249 

Khartoum 11 

Sweden.. 46 

Stockholm 8 

Syria..963 

Damascus 11 

Taiwan..886 

Taipei 2 

Thailand..66 

Bangkok 2 

Tunisia..216 

TUnis 1 

Turkey. 90 

Ankara 4 
Istanbul 1 

UAE—.971 

Abu Dhabi 2 
Ajmon6 
A1 Ain 3 
Dubai 4 
Fujairah 70 
Ghjaihl 52 
Ras A1 Khaimah 77 
Sharjah 6 

Umm A1 Quwain 6 

UK.44 

London < inner 7 I/outer 81) 

Uruguay.598 

Montevideo 2 

USA.1 

New York 212/718 
Washington 202 

USSR.7 

Moscow 095 

Venezuela.™.58 

Caracas 2 

Yugoslavia..38 


Emergencies 

Amman Govemorate..>..91228 

Amman Civil Defeoce...l98, 199 

Civil Defence Irbid.271292 

Civil Defence Dept. ...>....661111 

Ambulance.193.775111 

Amman fire bridgadc>.198 

First aid..™. 630341 

Blood Bank.. 775121 

Civil Defence resuce.630341 

Police rescue.621111, 637777 

Police headquarters__ 639141 

Traffic police....... 896390 

Electric Power Co.6363S1/4 

Water complaints_ 897467 

Queen Alia Airport.(08) 53200 

RJ Flight Info_(08)53200 

Hospitals 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 

Khaledi Maternity.644281/6 

AkJeh Maternity.642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity... 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman.636141 

Palestine, Shmeisani.664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital. 669131 

University Hospital. 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital.667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali.. 666127/37 

AI-Ahli. Abdali. 664164/6 

Italian-Ai-M uhajrecn.777101/3 

Al-Bashir. Ashrafieh....775111/26 

Army. Marks..891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital.602240/50 

Amal Hospital. 674155 

General 

Jordan Television_773111/19 

Radio Jordan.774111/19 

Ministry of Tourism..642311 

Hotel complaints. 605800 

Price complaints.661176 

Telephone Information..121 

Jordan and Middle East calls... 10 
Repair service.623101 




Star 


Jordan’s poBtical, economic 
and cidtanl weekly 


Editorial & advertising 
telephone number: 648298 

Distribution: Jordan 
Distribution Agency, 
telephone: 630191 


USAir 

USAir begins with you 


For information 
& reservations: 

s 694-801 




Folklore Museum: Jewelry and 
costumes over lOOyearsold. Also 
.mosaics from Madaba, and, Je rash 
•(4th to 18th centuries). The Ro¬ 
man Theatre, Amman. Opening 
hours: 9 a.m. - 5 pjn. year 
round-Closed Tuesdays. Tel: 
651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Mu¬ 
seum: Has an excellent collection 
of the antiquities of Jordan. Jabal 
Al-Qal'a (Citadel Hill). Opening 
hours: 9 aon - 5 p.m.). Closed 
Tuesdays.Tel: 638795. 

Jordan National Gallery: Con¬ 
tains a collection of paintings, ce¬ 
ramics, and sculptures by contem¬ 
porary Islamic artists from most 
of the Muslim countries, and a 
collection of paintings by 19th 
century Orientalist artists. Munta- 
zah. Jabal Welbdeh. Hours 10 
a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Closed Tues¬ 
days. Tel. 630128. 




•’ I " "1 


Royal Cultural Centre „ 6fl 026/7.. 
American Centre Library. 82JP101 

British Cotmril.. 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre™.. 637009 

Goethe Institute- 641993 

Russian Cultural Centre.. 641158 
Spanish Cultural Centre > 624049 
Turkish Cultural Centre... 639777 

Haya Arts Centre...665195 

Hussein Youth Gty— 667181/5 

Y.W.GA_ 641793 

Y.W.M.A.. 664251 

Amman Man. Library_637111 

Univ. of Jordan Library.... 843555 
R. S.C. N.>..-.837931/837937 


. NabitAhMashinfcThearea ^61.5^71 
Nabfi & T Hishan^&Theatre.625155 

Concord >..-.— 677420 

Plaza ....>.... 699238 

Philadelphia.. 634144 

' Sports Clubs 

A1 Hussein Sports Ciry..... 667181 

Orthodox Club_810491 

Royal Automobile Chib... 815410 

Royal Shooting Club- 736572 

Royal Chess Chib-.. 673713 

Royal Racing Club..09-801233 

Jordan Bridge Assoc>.676990 


Jordan's leading 



A1 Andalusiah..— 
AI Barak eh- 

...606821 

.™i...687988 

^...^606669 
' .8J3554 

At Jit^l 

_639861 

Al-Samer_ 

.. _771707 

Al-Waha 

. . .674105 

Amin Jairar™._ 

.. 670498 

__666327 

Arabian .. 

.641350 

609430 

Budget... . .. 

_604230 

De'as_ 

Diram -- 

_ 669970 

..>..660601 

curopcar.. .. .out jju/ou 

General Services_674100 

Hertz (Inti, sales only)— 694802 
Kada .—665161/665153! 

[National_ 

Nrivi •. 

- 

.. 8167921 


605501 


_ 694883 


>625767/621471 


,>. 668958 


.604904 

Swan National.... 

. 694882 




Amman 

Alia Gateway.(08) 51000 

Ambassador.....^-.-^.^6641.86 

Antra ....815071 

Crown.™.—.>.798181 1 


_674111 


. 661121 

InterContinental. 

.641361 

...841712/3 


.665094 


. 660100 


. 667150 


. 663100 


660000 


813801 

Tyche —.. 

Aqaba 

.661114 

. 314131 

An*h a .314091 I 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel- 

.J16636 

.316250 


..313521 


.>312426 

Miramar............... 

..314340 


St Joseph Church: (Roman Catho¬ 
lic) Jabal Amman. Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation: (Ro¬ 
man Catholic} Jabal Weibdeh. Tel. 
637440. 

De la Salle Church: (Roman Cath¬ 
olic) Jabal Hussein. Tel. 661757. 
Terrasancta Church: (Roman 
Catholic), Jabal Welbdeh, mass in 
Italian every Saturday at 5:30 pan. 
TeL622366. 

Church of the Annunciation: 
(Greek Orthodox; Abdali. Tel. 
623541. 

Church of the Redeemer Jabal 
Amman, TeL 625383. 

Armenian Orthodox Church: 
Ashrafieh. TeL 775261. 

St Ephriam Church: (Syriac Or¬ 
thodox) Ashrafieh. Tel 771751. 
Amman International Church: 
(Interdenominational) meets at 
Southern Baptist School in Shmei- 
sani, TeL 652526. 

Church of the Good Shepherd: 
(Evangelical Lutheran) Urn As- 
Summaq Tel. 811295. 


The Prime Ministry/) abal Amman TeL 641211 
Foreign Affairs / Jabal Amman TeL 644361 
Interior Ministry/ Jabal Amman TeL 663111 
Finance / Abdali TeL 636321 
Public Health / Jabal Al-Hussein TeL 665131 
Education ft Higher Education Abdali TeL 669181 
Justice / Shmaisani TeL 663101 
Planning /Jabal Amman TeL 644466 
Public Works & Housing / Abdali TeL 668481 
Munidpaliiici & Environment / Jabal Amman TeL 641393 

Industry & Trade / Abdali TeL 663191 

Supplies / Abdali TeL 602121 

Awqaf 4k Islamic Affairs / Jabal Al-Hussein TeL 666141 

Agriculture / University Road Tel 686151 

Labour/Abdali Tel 698186 

Social Development / Jabal Amman TeL 673191 

Transport / Eighth Circle TeL 641461 

Post & Communications / Eighth Circle TeL 624301 

Information / Jabal Amman Td 641467 

Water & Irrigation / Shmaisani Td 680100 

Energy & Mineral Resources/Swaifeyeh TeL 815(15 

Culture/Jabal Amman TeL 636391 

Youth / University TeL 604701 

Parliamentary Affairs / Abdali TeL 641211 

Tourism & Antiquities / Jabal Amman TeL 642311 
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our world of 
fragrance starts 
with a letter 
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Programs on 
TV from 
l~— 6 August 


m 






^3® 


ENGLISH PROGRAM 
SATURDAY 


08:30 — Super Bloopers 
09:00 — Perspective 
09JO — Saturday Variety 
Show 

10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Feature Film, ’In The 
Eye Of A Stranger'. Lynn 
finds 1 million dollars in cash 
and is chased by a gang. 


09:10 — Quantum 
Leap 

10:00 — News in 

English 

10:20 — Movie of 
the Week, ’Sus¬ 
pect'. An excep¬ 
tional trial of mur¬ 
der in the first 
degree. 


FRIDAY 


SUNDAY 


08 JO — Step By Step 
09:10 — Trials of Life 
10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Monsieur Des Bois 


08:30 — Head of 
the Class 

09:10 — Reasona¬ 
ble Doubts 
10:00 — News in 
English 

10:20 — Echoes 

m 


MONDAY 


08:30 — Golden Girls 
09:10 — Thirty Something 
10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Columbo 


PROGRAMMES 

FRANQAIS 



POWER. That's the keyword 
to describe what this Califor¬ 
nian Heavy Metal band has 
been trying to perfect 
throughout the years. Their 
vocalist and lead guitar¬ 
ist is Dave Mustaine, who 
was one of the original mem¬ 
bers in Metallica. He was 
kicked out of Metallica due to 
his alcohol abuse. He got rid 
of his bad habit, put his act 
back together and released 
Countdown To Extinction, 
Megadeath's laiest effort. 

The playing on this album 
is different from past at¬ 
tempts. It is more balanced 
creative and most of all bru¬ 
tal. It is so much an improve¬ 
ment over Megadeath's past 
musical attempts, even to the 
level of being on a par with 
Metallica. 


What w»Hght my attention the 
most were the issues tackled. 
The topics are mature; they tack¬ 
le world-wide concerns, such as 
the environment, brutal killing of 
wildlife, bad politicians, the judi¬ 
cial system together with the 
usual dose of social criticism. 
The lyrics are excellently writ¬ 
ten. A deep reading of the lyrics 
will unveil the maturity afore¬ 
mentioned. The lyrics 1 coordina¬ 
tion with the music heightens 
their meaning even further. 

One of the best songs on the 
album is the title track Count¬ 
down to Extinction. The style 
used here is different than any 
other song ever written by them. 
It is about environmental aware¬ 
ness in general. The lyrics are 
easily understandable, prophe- 
cizing an end to humanity if we 
continue to kill mother nature. 


The first song that hooked me to 
the album, however, is Sympho¬ 
ny of Destruction: A composi- _ 
non of brutal distorted, guitar- . 
riffs and solos tike I have never 
heard before. High Speed Dirt 
maintains the style of previous 
years but with dleady improved- 
guitar playing. It. is a fast song, 
yet has that same seal of quality 
stamped on the entire album. 

Although this album would 
basically appeal to metal freaks,; 

I would also recommend for it 
to listeners of other styles and 
trends of music. This album 
sees Megadeath drifting away , 
from the basic thrashing roots 
and evolving into a potential 
heavy rock force for the nine¬ 
ties. 1 salute them on a job well 

done. , 

Am] art Abul Hilda 



SAMEDI Reasonable Doubts, Friday at 9:10 


TUESDAY 


08:30—detectives 
09:10 — Faces and Places 
09 JO — A Kind Of Magic 
10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Feature Film, ‘Weep 
No More My Lady’. A film star 
is found drowned. 


06:00 — Les 

Aventuriers de 1’espace 
06:30 — Envoys Special 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 — Fenetre Sur 


MERCREDI 


DIMANCHE 


06:00 — L'EGstoire dn Cheva¬ 
lier des Grieux 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 — llshuaia 



Video Rentals 


05:40 — Le Monde est a Vous 

07:00—Le Journal 

07:15—Le Journal deLTfistoire 


JEUDI 


WEDNESDAY 


LUNDI 


08:30 — Night Court 
09:10 — The Story of Holly¬ 
wood 

10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Mini Series: Memo¬ 
ries of Midnight. 


06:00 — Megalopoles 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 — Magazine Sportif 


05 J0 — Pif et Hercule 
05:45 — Goal 
06:15 — Geopolis 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 — Azimuts 


1. The Distinguished Gentleman. Eddie Murphy 

2. Hoffa, Jack Nicholson, Danny Devito 
v 3. Toys, Robin Williams 

| 4. Forever Young, Mel Gibson 

5. P asseng er 57, Wesley Snipes 

6. Under Siege, Steven Segal 

7. A River Runs Through It, Craig Sheffer, Brad Pitt 
S. Mighty Docks, Emilio Earn 

9. Consenting Adults, Kevin Kline. Mary Mastrantonto 

10. Howards End, Emma Thompson, Anthony Hopkins 


MARDI 


VENDREDI 


Top Pop Albums 


THURSDAY 


08J0 — Too Close For Com¬ 
fort 


05 JO—Omnisciences 
06 J5 — Maguy 
07:00—Le Journal 
07:15 — Varietes 


05 JO — Envoyez les Violons 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15—Varietes 


1. Pure Country. George Strait, MCA 

2. A Lot Bout Livin', Alan Jackson. Arista 

3. Tell Me Why, Wvnonna, Curb 

4. Life's A Dance. John Michael Montgomery, Atlantic 

5. Hard Wortdn' Man. Brooks and Dunn, Liberty 

6. Some Gave All, Billy Ray Cyrus. Mercury 

7. This Time, Dwight Yoakam, Reprise 

8. Alibis, Tracey Lawrence, Atlantic 
9,It's_Yotir Call, Reba McEmire, MCA 

The Chase, Garth Brooks. Liberty 


10 , 



Frequency 


RJ96.04MHZ 


MONDAY 


SATURDAY 


18:00 — The Top Twenty 
(UK) 

19 J0 — News Bulletin, Date 
with a Star: Dire Straits 
20:00 — On stage: Cliff Rich¬ 
ard 

21:00 — Play of the Week: 
Mother courage and her chil¬ 
dren 

22:00 — Pop Session 
23:00 — Pop Wagon: The Dire 
Straits Story 


11:00 _. Talking About Music 

17:00_Special Feature: The 

G reat River: Profound Beliefs 
18:00 — Sports Round-up 
19:00 — News Bulletin, Date 
with a Stan Philip Bailey 


14J0 — My Music. A mnsfgg 
quiz. 

17:00- 
18:00- 
19 JO: 
ly Joel 


Talking About Musifc 
Top Twenty (UKV ; :^-^ 
Date With a StairBfi- 




FRIDAY 


.. • f. 


TUESDAY 




17:00 — Special Feature: The 
Great Riven Profound Beliefs 
19:00 — News Bulletin, Date 
with a Stan Basia 


WEDNESDAY 


SUNDAY 


11:00 — Pop Wagon: The Dire 
Straits Story 

14:00 — News Desk, Science 
Report: The Dangers of Com¬ 
puter Games 
|§ ; §§_l£^fcn^saM)ifce.-■; 

19*30—DSjew&SaSlan Bifida 


14 JO—Now Music Profile 
18 JO —Science Report 
394)0 — Dade with a Star ] 
Country 


THURSDAY 


Jifv- - 

11:00 — Comedy 


11:00 — Listener’s Choice 
13:00 — Pop Wagon: 

John 

. i7;00—Country Music , 

18:00 — On Stage: Cliff RMfe^r; 
ard . 

19:00 — News Edition, Date jvV. 
with a Stan Gypsy Kings 
2fc00 — Old Favorites ’ • 

21:00 — 30 Minute !***%&£ 
Killing Order . 

22:00 — Now Music Proafeii V 
Michael Jackson's Thriller. 

23-:O0 —- Classical Concerts.. 1 
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You are invited to 
share in your news 
and activities with our 
readers. Drop us a 
line at 6523SO or fax 
\oit news on 64S29S. 


Supercomputer performance on the desktop PC: 

DEC Alpha PC 


Hewlett-Packard DeskJet 510 


D ONE YEAR ago. Digi¬ 
tal Equipment Co. (DEC) 
unveiled the fastest com¬ 


puter microprocessor 
available, the Alpha AXP. 
This chip is based around 
the RISC architecture and 
is also known as the DEC 
chip 21064. 

DEC has recently re¬ 
leased its own PC incorpo¬ 
rating the Alpha processor 
and the results are tremen¬ 
dous. 

The new Alpha AXP/ 
150 from DEC is consid¬ 
ered in be the fastest per- 



with the Intel Pen¬ 
tium. It is priced 
similarly to the 
Pentium, but is 


sonal computer system on the 
market at the moment. It has 
processing power similar to 
that of most mainframes and 
some supercomputers! 

The Alpha PC depends on 
Microsoft's powerful operating 
system. Windows NT which 
enables the user to run com¬ 
plex. high-end applications. 
The hardware beneath NT is 
more than sufficient for this 
.purpose because ii can provide 
up to six times the performance 
of Intel based 4S6 computers 
running at 33MHz. It can run at 
a full speed of 200MHz when 
using parallel Alpha proces¬ 
sors. But an average PC with a 
single Alpha chip will run at 
around i25MHz. This means 
that the processor generates so 
much heal. 30 watts of it. re¬ 


quiring the presence of a large 
fan and a heatsink. 

The machine, in spite of its 
power, looks just like a normal 
PC. It comes with at least 
32MB RAM upgradable to 
12SMB and two 420MB hard 
disks from Digital, a 16 inch 
non-interlaced monitor and op¬ 
erating svstems including Win¬ 
dows NT. DEC VMS AXP and 
DEC OS/FI AXP. It's quite ex¬ 
pandable with six EISA slots 
providing excellent server ca¬ 
pabilities for PC workgroup 
computing. 

The DEC Alpha AXP/150 
runs Windows NT, most DOS 
Windows 16-bit and all 32-bit 
applications without modifica¬ 
tion. 

The DEC Alpha chip is 
placed in direct competition 


even more power¬ 
ful. The DEC chip 
21064 has been 
available since 
February 1992 and 
is selling for S850 
— the same price 
as the Intel Pen¬ 
tium! 

DEC plans to 
become one of the 
five top PC manu¬ 
facturers in the 
world by 1995. DEC is present¬ 
ly the fastest growing PC man¬ 
ufacturer in the US and with 
the sheer processing power of¬ 
fered by the Alpha PC, it looks 
like DEC should be able to 
achieve ax least some of its 
goals in the near future. ■ 


The HP DeskJet 500 inkjet 
printer is, by far, the most pop¬ 
ular inkjet printer for the IBM 
PC & compatibles to date. It 
has delighted.many users with 
its relatively high quality {Mint¬ 
ing, quietness and affordability. 

The new DeskJet 510 is HP's 
follow up to the 500 which is 
meant to replace it with its new 
added features. 

The first thing that strikes 
you is that it looks so much like 
a 500, although there are some 
changes in styling. However, 
the performance is quite differ¬ 
ent 

The 510 still offers the same 
300dpi, but it includes six resi¬ 
dent typefaces with many fonts. 
HP claim that this printer is 



also 40 percent faster than the 
DeskJet 500. It should be capa¬ 
ble of printing three pages a 

minute. ., . . . 

It comes with a lOCLsheet A4 
paper tray which neatly slides 
into the base of the printer be- 
low the output tray at the front 


of the unit The control panel 
provides all the normal printer 
functions with control over 
fonts, paper load and eject, ad 
print density whether draft or 
letter quality. A new button al¬ 
lows die user to change print 
orientation offering portrait or 
landscape. Then there's the 
'clean' control and the light that 
comes on when you run put of 
ink.. 

A ward of advice when using 
the DeskJet is to use high quali¬ 
ty paper rather than photocopier 
paper for better resulte. > 

For more information, yon 
can contact Scientific and Med¬ 
ical Supplies Co. (SMS), dis¬ 
tributors few Hewlett-Packard in 
Jordan. ■ 


News update 


Microsoft & NCR tie-up 
for Windows NT support 


nr As potential customers for 
Microsoft's Windows NT oper¬ 
ating system await the release 
of the product in the Middle 
East next week, NCR has an¬ 
nounced a global support net¬ 
work for users of the new pro- 


graiTL 

NCR has set up a "Windows 
NT Global Operating Center' to 
operate around the world and 
around the clock, providing tel¬ 
ephone assistance in the lan¬ 
guage of the caller's choice. 

The Global Support Center 
will be based in the US. Begin¬ 
ning next month, NCR will be 
positioned to provide Windows 
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According-'to 
visitors. This year tfig’: 
be organizing 
parties. -Well'tetttyioti mqreon 




NT assistance through its Gulf- 
wide Center of Expertise in Du¬ 
bai. 

By the end of the year, re¬ 
gional Windows NT support 
will be available direedy from 
each NCR branch in the Gulf. 

Users of any computing plat¬ 
form, including NCR's System 
3000 computers, can subscribe 
to the new service which has a 
basic subscription rate of SI80 
per year for a single user, de¬ 
creasing progressively to $18 
per person for a company with 
1,000 enroled users. 

Steve Ballmer, executive 
vice president. Worldwide Ser¬ 
vice and Support at Microsoft 
said: "We are pleased that NCR 
has taken an aggressive role in 
supporting Windows NT. 

"Their Windows NT Global 
Support Center will play a key 
role in the service and support 
of Windows NT customers 
around the world," he added. 

David Kuhn, general manag¬ 
er of NCR in Dubai said, "NCR 
support for Windows NT users 
grew from ongoing relationship 
with Microsoft in the product's 
development." 

"We have people who know 
all there is to know about Win¬ 
dows NT and we are making 
that' expertise available to 


Microsoft customers, whether 
they use NCR hardware or not," 
be added. " 

NCR’s Middle East regional 
Windows NT support, wfll be 
backed up by experts in the US. 
As well as probl em-sol ving» the 
Windows NT Support program 
will offer system tuning and 
configuration and implementa¬ 
tion analysis. 

Multilingual telephone sup¬ 
port, help and advice, will be 
available via bulletin boards 
and, where necessary, Windows 
NT experts from 1300 locations' 
in 120 countries will visit the 
customer on-site. 


Quiz Night 


m- The social committee at the 
Jordan Computer Society (JGS) 
is holding a ’Quiz Night* on the 
evening of Thursday 8 August 
at 7 JO pm at the Jordan Inter 
Continental Hotel. Tickets are 
JD 10 with dinner. Although 
this sounds like an advertise^ 
ment for the JCS, this quiz 
night should be a chance to rub 
shoulders with the big guys m 
the Jordanian computer market 
and find out the 'surprises' the 
JCS is holding in store for you. 
You can contact the JCS at tele¬ 
phone 683-549. ■ 
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Theft, hacking & piracy 


MORE AND more social and legal issues are being raised eve-. J 
ryday as a result of computer penetration of western soctetyi ft - 
good number of interesting incidents is recorded daily such as?? 
the craze of portable computer thefts, hackers being set firee txfc. 
cause they're actually sick and not to 

blame for their actions and the fact 

that hundreds of Asian companies 

are indulg in g in illegal software cop- 




ying. 

Let's start with the Stolen Comput¬ 
er Registry's claims in New York 
which says that the rate of portable 

computer thefts has quadrupled by 

400 percent between 1991 and 92. 

Most culprits have been found to be 



employees of the companies that own the machines. Their men- 

live; to spy on the data or to gain access to the company's neff 

work and obtain classified material. Portables are quite an at-A 

tractive object of such robberies because all one has to do isfoA 

pick one up and rim for it! Using software security systems; oni : 
portable would be a good enough precaution to deny accessfop 
outsiders and naturally dash the hopes of a would be thief. ; - A 
As for protecting the machine itself, may be you should loi&£ 

your portable onto a lamp post like-most people do with thear.bi^ 

cycles, .to see to it that no one can steal it! ' ' 

Good news to hackers: It is now official that you are alT suf^SJ 


feting from 'computer addiction*. A. British software hackdy 
Paul Bedwoith, was found innocent of accusations of trespass¬ 

ing into the computer netwenks of the Financial Times riewS£&r 
per and the European Organization for Research and Cancer 

' studies, and from them into thousands ofHnteirrational networks; 
managing to make free phone calls! . .. J : 

The judge found'Bedworth to be suffering from 'computer ad¬ 
diction' which, according to the court,-is a dangerous disease 
that made him unaware of his illegal actions. This is the; j£rst 
case of its kind to end with such a verdict, which will givcmany 
other compiler backers and trespassers an easy way qut ^ejU ^ 
time they:viqiate thc. law. AU you hackers Out there set^fofijST 
medical help! 


■Pardoning pirates is a novel idea championed by CompUtecrj 
Associates CCA), a. ftunous publisher of accounting softw ari&A 


Associates 

who has decided not to press charges against illegal uSsvs of 
accounting:packages. However, they have placed a conditHKt 1- 
. that,- these, users- purchase Computer Associates' new upgrade 
package BPI TL But what is the guarantee that these users, w®;. 
comply with'tins condition? Especially seeing as cracked 
sions of any ne* package from CA are circulated withiri twO^ 
Wreks of foe release of the original package-. In the last 
of yearst-around 150^)00.copies of CA packages have been 
rated and ybu can imagiiie how rauch the publisher has Igsi'lSF^' 
result-. •- ' ■L 
. . ' Microsoft, bn the.other htmd, is accurin£ 450 Japanese 
pknies indudingbig names like NEC and Fujitsu ofcopyrigfe- 


!; -es. Microsoft will.accordingly, file a number of lawsuits against 
The questionis, will they fiie'450 separate law suits?' '"r 
Acer, the Taiwanese computer manufacturer, has recently 
ooimced. that tiie.Tuwanese government is doing its best to pre- . 
"yentthe smuggling and piraty of Antedcan software intoiteter 
■ Hfory,btrf:itisn'tmeetmg-witbmucbsuccess aLall. ' 

^ . With such. ‘abnomraT computer-delated, b^iavior spreading: 
everywhere, y6u can imagine the nnny'sodlff and legaL issues^' 
awaiting answers and^olutions. Any suggestions?* ^ 1 /""' 
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